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WHAT  IS  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE  HEATHEN,  AND  THE 
CHURCH'S  DUTY  TOWARDS  THEM. 

[Through  the  kindness  of  a  friend,  we  are  permitted  to  lay  before  our  readers,  the 
following  scriptural  investigation  of  a  subject  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  a  genuine 
missionary  spirit.     May  it  be  read  with  profound  thoughtfulness  and  prayer.] 

Rom.  x.  13 — 15.  Whosoever  shall  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved. 
How  then  shall  they  call  on  him  in  whom  they  have  not  believed  1  &c. 

This  chapter,  as  well  as  that  which  precedes  and  that  which  fol- 
lows it,  is  principally  occupied  by  the  statement  and  defence  of  the 
doctrine  of  Divine  Sovereignty,  in  rejecting  the  Jews  and  calling 
the  Gentiles — the  indulgence  of  anticipations  of  the  ultimate  resto- 
ration of  Jews,  as  a  nation,  to  divine  favor,  and  the  overflowings  of 
the  writer's  admiration  at  "the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the 
wisdom  and  knowledge  of  God,  "  in  making  his  own  glory  illustrious 
in  the  salvation  of  the  gentile  nations,  through  that  very  obstinacy 
and  stubbornness  in  the  Jews,  which  procured  their  own  rejection. 
In  this  chapter,  Paul  declares  his  desire  for  the  salvation  of  Israel; 
— testifies  that  they  were  zealous,  though  ignorant;  endeavor- 
ing to  be  just  with  God  in  their  own  righteousness,  (ver.  3.)  while 
they  rejected  Christ,  whom  God  had  constituted  the  exclusive  me- 
dium of  justification,  which  he  proves  by  quotations  from  the  scrip- 
tures of  the  Old  Testament.     These  scriptures  he  interprets  to 
mean,  that  cordial  faith  in  Christ,  and  open  profession  of  that  faith, 
are  necessary  to  salvation;  and  that  they  are  necessary  to  all,  and 
to  all  equally,  both  Jews  and  gentiles,  (ver.  8 — 12.)    Hence,  by  the 
reasoning  in  the  text,  he  infers  the  indispensable  necessity  of  obe- 
dience on  the  part  of  the  church  to  the  spirit  of  her  Redeemer's  last 
command,  "to  go  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every 
creature."    "Whosoever  shall  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be 
saved;  but  how  shall  they  call  on  him  in  whom  they  have  not  be- 
ll 
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lieved?  and  how  shall  they  believe  in  him  of  whom  they  have  not 
heard?  and  how  shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher?  and  how  shall 
they  preach  except  they  be  sent?  " 

From  the  language  of  this  passage  I  derive  the  following  proposi- 
tions, which  I  shall  endeavor  to  establish. 

1.  There  is  no  salvation  to  pagan  nations,  continuing  sutih. 

This  is  a  matter  of  pure  revelation;  that  is,  on  the  subject  of  the 
proposition,  we  have  no  information  but  what  is  derived  from  the 
volume  of  inspired  truth.  We  have  no  argument  with  those  who 
deny  revelation;  but  we  are  justified  in  expecting  from  those  who 
receive  and  reverence  it,  an  humble  and  unquestioning  reception 
of  its  declarations.  We  shall  attempt  nothing  but  a  plain  and  sim- 
ple exhibition  of  the  scriptural  argument  on  this  subject,  and  shall 
class  the  scripture  proofs  as  follows: — 

!.  Those  in  the  immediate  connection  with  the  text.  These 
describe  the  character  of  those  who  shall  be  saved,  and  the  pre- 
requisites, in  order  to  their  sustaining  this  character.  The  saved 
are  such  as  "  call  upon  the  Lord;"  and  in  order  to  this,  they  must 
know  him  and  believe  in  him.  (ver.  13 — 15.)  Here,  God  has 
united  what  we  must  not  dare  to  separate,  viz.  knowledge,  and 
prayer,  and  faith,  and  salvation.  But  if  we  do  not  find  the  first 
three  among  pagan  nations,  of  course  they  are  not  the  subjects  of 
the  last.    Now,  in  fact  we  do  not  find  the  first  three. 

(1.)  Pagan  nations  have  not  the  knowledge  of  the  way  of  salva- 
tion. Time  would  be  wasted,  were  we  to  attempt  to  prove  this: 
they  have  no  knowledge  of  the  unity  of  God,  of  the  perfec- 
tions of  his  nature,  of  the  principles  of  his  government,  of  the 
necessity  of  a  Mediator,  or  of  the  name,  or  person,  or  offices 
of  the  Redeemer.  Hence, 

(2.)  They  offer  to  him  no  prayer.  "  Whosoever  shall  call  upon 
the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved;  "  but  if  they  know  not  his 
name,  how  shall  they  call  on  him?  God  has  connected  salvation 
with  prayer:  "Ask  and  it  shall  be  given;  "  and  where  prayer  is 
not  offered,  salvation  is  not  bestowed.  Again;  prayer,  to  be  accept- 
able, must  be  offered  in  faith:  "  He  that  cometh  to  God  must  believe 
that  he  is,  and  that  he  is  the  rewarder  of  all  those  that  diligently  seek 
him."  Now, 

(3.)  Faith  in  Christ  they  cannot  possess.  Faith  necessarily 
supposes  knowledge  ;  and  knowledge,  support,  or  hearing; 
"  How  shall  they  believe  in  him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard?  " 
But  he  that  believeth  not,  is  condemned  already:  he  shall  not 
see  life,  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him.  Now  this  is  the 
situation  of  the  heathen:  they  are  without  the  knowledge  of  Christ; 
they  pay  him  no  homage;  they  are  destitute  of  faith  in  him;  and,  of 
course,  there  can  be  no  salvation  to  them. 

2.  Those  scriptures  which  declare  the  consequences  of  sin  to 
men,  generally  include  pagans  in  the  condemnation  which  they  de- 
nounce. We  specify  the  following,  among  scores  which  might 
be  adduced  :  "  The  soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall  die;  "  "Without  ho- 
liness, no  man  shall  see  the  Lord;  "  "Except  ye  repent,  ye  shall  all 
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likewise  perish;  "  "Except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  see  the 
kingdom  of  God." 

Now,  can  it  be  even  pretended  that  the  heathen  are  not  sinners? 
Is  sin  and  its  defilement,  and  consequences,  and  curse,  confined 
to  those  nations  which  are  blessed  with  the  light  of  revelation?  If 
not,  then  are  the  heathen  sinners;  and  to  them  is  due  the  wages  of 
sin,  and  to  them  its  wages  will  be  paid. 

Are  the  heathen  the  subjects  of  holiness?  Where  shall  we  look  in 
the  histories  of  pagan  nations,  ancient  or  modern,  for  evidence  of 
the  existence  of  holiness?  Where,  among  them,  shall  we  look  for 
those  traits  of  character  which  result  from  the  implantation  of  holy 
principles;  as  humility,  meekness,  forgiveness  of  injuries,  love  to 
enemies,  and  the  like.  What  is  the  pagan  nation,  which  has  evin- 
ced the  possession  of  holiness,  by  producing  its  fruits?  Mr.  Ward, 
the  missionary  at  Serampore,  had  more  than  twenty  years'  inter- 
course with  a  race  of  heathen,  as  remote  from  savage  ferocity,  and 
as  remarkable  for  general  mildness  and  suavity,  as  any  other  nation 
whatever;  and  his  testimony  is,  that  he  never,  in  a  single  instance, 
saw,  in  a  pagan,  any  evidence  of  the  existence  of  holiness.  And, 
as  it  respects  repentance,  where  is  the  pagan  nation  which  has  prac 
tised  it?  They  are  sinners,  and,  as  sinners,  are  justly  condemned 
Repentance  of  sin  is  as  really  their  duty,  as  it  is  that  of  evangelized 
nations;  though  it  arises,  not  from  a  known  command  to  repent, 
but  from  the  nature  of  things.  Repentance  of  sin  is  a  duty, 
even  antecedent  to  a  command;  and  had  we  no  command,  it 
would  be  our  duty:  it  is,  then,  the  duty  of  those  to  whom  the 
command  has  never  been  uttered,  or  it  is  the  duty  of  pagans.  But  they 
have  not  done  it;  they  are  not  now  doing  it;  and  they  are,  there- 
fore, every  moment  exposed  to  perdition,  and  will  shortly  fall  there- 
in; for,  "  except  ye  repent,"  says  scripture,  "  ye  shall  all  likewise 
perish." 

As  to  regeneration.  To  men  who  have  all  the  advantages  of  rev- 
elation and  religious  means,  we  are  commanded  to  say,  "  Ye  must 
be  born  again."  The  nature  of  religion  requires  it,  the  nature  of 
heaven  requires  it,  the  nature  of  God  requires  it;  and  can  it  be  that 
what  is  thus  required,  and  necessary  in  the  evangelized,  is  needless 
in  pagans?  Does  the  gospel  deteriorate,  in  the  scale  of  moral  be- 
ings, those  to  whom  it  comes?  Surely  not.  Then  the  heathen 
require  the  same  moral  renovation  as  the  evangelized,  and  they 
<!  must  be  born  again,"  or  they  cannot  enter  the  kingdom  of  God. 
But  are  they  thus  renewed?  If  so,  it  can  be  shown;  and  where  is 
the  nation  which  exhibits  pagans  renovated,  born  again,  born  from 
above?  What  was  the  agency,  and  what  the  instrument?  Are 
they  born  of  the  Spirit,  while  they  know  not  whether  there  be  any 
Holy  Ghost.  Are  they  begotten  with  the  word  of  truth,  when  they 
have  never  heard  its  accents?  Is  Christ  formed  in  them  the  hope 
of  glory,  when  they  have  never  heard  his  name?  Has  the  Holy 
Spirit  revealed  to  them  the  things  of  Christ,  while  they  know  not 
even  his  existence?  Now  we  know  of  no  agent  in  regeneration  but 
the  Holy  Spirit,  nor  of  any  instrument  but  the  truth.    How,  then, 
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can  the  pagan  world  be  regenerate  ?  and  if  not  regenerate,  they  can- 
not be  saved. 

3.  Those  scriptures  which  treat  of  pagan  nations,  in  particular, 
declare  that  they  are  under  condemnation.  "There  is  no  respect 
of  persons  with  God,  who  will  reward  every  man  according  to  his 
deeds;  indignation  and  wrath,  tribulation  and  anguish  to  every  soul 
of  man  that  doeth  evil,  of  the  Jew"  (or  him  enjoying  special  means 
and  privileges)  "first,  and  also  of  the  gentile."  But,  there  are 
those  to  be  found,  and  pious  persons  too,  whose  regard  for  the  hon- 
or of  God,  or  for  what  they  conceive  to  be  his  honor,  leads  them  to 
be  more  merciful  or  benevolent  than  God  himself;  and  who,  there- 
fore, do  not  believe  that  the  poor  pagans  will  be  left  to  suffer  the 
doom  pronounced  against  the  ungodly;  and  they  thus  think,  because 
the  heathen  are  not  furnished  with  a  revelation.  They  seem  to 
suppose  that  the  condemnation  of  all  who  finally  perish,  will  be 
equally  awful;  and  that,  as  their  means  and  opportunities  have  not 
been  equal  to  those  of  the  evangelized,  so  their  guilt  is  not  so  ag- 
gravated, nor  will  it  be  just  that  their  punishment  should  be  so 
severe.  But  this  all  proceeds  on  a  mere  gratuitous  assumption: — 
it  does  not  follow,  and  it  is  not  anywhere  asserted,  that  the  condem- 
nation of  all  the  lost  will  be  equally  deep: — our  belief  that  the  hea- 
then are  lost,  only  supposes  (and  this,  the  principles  of  the  divine 
government  render  certain)  that  the  condemnation  of  any  sinner  is 
just;  of  a  pagan  sinner,  as  well  as  of  any  other.  The  standard  by 
which  a  pagan  sinner  and  another  sinner  will  be  estimated,  is  not 
exactly  the  same:  one  has  the  written  law  as  a  rule  of  conduct,  and 
the  other  has  not;  but  what  then?  Has  the  pagan  sinner  no  rule 
of  conduct?  Then  he  is  without  law;  for  a  rule  of  conduct  is  a 
law;  and  if  without  a  law,  he  is  not  a  sinner;  for  a  sinner  is  the 
transgressor  of  a  law.  Now,  though  the  pagan  has  not  the  law 
written  in  ink,  or  on  stone,  yet  "  not  having  the  law,  they  are  a  law 
unto  themselves,  and  show  the  work  of  the  law;"  (i.  e.  its  essen- 
tial features)  "written  in  their  hearts."  Of  such,  the  declaration 
is,  "As  many  as  have  sinned  without  law,  shall  perish  without 
law;  and  as  many  as  have  sinned  in  the  law,  (or  while  possessing 
a  revealed  rule  of  conduct)  shall  be  judged  by  the  law"  which  they 
possessed. 

Let  us  now  quote  a  few  passages  which  exhibit  the  conduct  of 
pagan  nations,  and  see  whether  we  can  avoid  the  conclusion  that 
they  perish.  To  see  the  real,  actual  condition  of  pagans, 
read  Rom.  1  chap.  The  whole  description  is  too  revolting  for 
repetition;  and  yet,  (as  is  well  known  to  the  classical  scholar) 
so  far  from  being  an  exaggerated  statement,  it  falls  far  short  of 
the  facts,  as  described  by  heathen  writers  themselves.  Paul 
describes  pagan  nations,  as  "being  filled  with  all  unrighteousness, 
fornication,  wickedness,  covetousness,  maliciousness;  full  of  envy, 
murder,  debate,  deceit,  malignity,  &c."  Now  God  has  declared 
that  "the  unrighteous  shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God;  " 
but  pagan  nations  are  not  only  unrighteous,  but  are  filed  with 
unrighteousness — yes  filled  with  all  unrighteousness: — not  only 
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,l  envious,"  but  "  full  of  envy."  God  has  declared  that  no  man, 
who  is  an  idolater,  hath  any  inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of  Christ 
and  of  God.  Now,  pagan  nations  are,  without  exception,  idolaters. 
They  have  changed  the  truth  of,  or  respecting  God,  into  a  lie, 
misrepresenting  him  in  their  images  and  mythological  fables,  and 
worshipping  and  reverencing  the  creature  more  than  the  Creator, 
who  is  over  all,  God  blessed  forever. 

If  it  be  said  that  these  are  descriptions  of  ancient  paganism,  and 
that  they  may  not  be  applicable  in  all  their  features  to  the  pagans 
of  modern  days;  I  answer,  First,  that  they  are  general  descriptions 
of  idolatry  and  idolaters;  and  exhibit  idolatry,  whatever  may  be  the 
shape  or  guise  it  may  assume,  as  excluding  men  from  heaven  and 
consigning  them  to  perdition;  and  they  are  hence  as  applicable  to 
modern  as  to  ancient  paganism  :  Secondly,  that  modern  idolatry 
is  in  no  wise  superior  to  the  ancient.  Which  of  all  the  dark  places 
of  the  earth  is  not  a  habitation  of  cruelty?  Which  of  all  the  sys- 
tems of  idolatry  is  not  a  system  of  impurity  and  blood?  And  are 
impurity  and  blood  preparations  for  the  holy  avocations  of  heaven? 
Are  we  not  "  sure  that  the  judgment  of  God  against  them,  that  do 
such  things  is  according  to  truth?  "  The  persons  with  whom  I  am 
disputing  would  perhaps  say,  "  I  should  not  doubt  the  condemna- 
tion of  the  heathen,  if  they  had  the  means  of  grace  and  rejected  the 
gospel;  but  cannot  conceive  of  a  merciful  God  condemning  the 
heathen  to  whom  the  means  and  knowledge  of  salvation  never 
came." 

This  objection,  though  specious,  is  not  solid.  It  is  based  upon 
several  misconceptions  and  errors.  It  overlooks  the  fact  that  God 
is  just  as  well  as  merciful,  and  that  he  has  a  sovereign  right  to  ex- 
ercise mercy  or  not,  as  he  please,  since  "  all  the  world  is  guilty  be- 
fore God."  It  also  supposes  that  it  is  as  a  God  of  mercy  that  th'e 
Lord  condemns  the  pagan  world;  whereas,  it  is  as  a  God  of  justice: 
as  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth,  who  does  right.  Moreover,  the  objec- 
tion supposes  the  heathen  to  be  condemned  for  rejecting  the  gospel; 
whereas,  since  they  have  never  heard  it,  they  cannot  be  guilty  in 
this  view.  But  who  ever  asserted  pagan  nations  to  be  condemned 
for  this,  unless  they  had  received  the  tidings  of  salvation  and  refus- 
ed them?  No,  it  is  for  sin — for  the  transgression  of  the  law  writ- 
ten in  their  heart,  that  they  are  condemned;  and  are  they  not  guilty 
here?  Do  they  not  merit  punishment  for  this?  Does  a  child,  who 
know  his  father's  wishes,  and  disregards  them,  not  deserve  punish- 
ment, merely  because  the  father  has  not  given  an  intimation  of  his 
wishes  in  writing?  Is  a  man  not  bound  to  obey  the  laws  of  the 
land,  merely  because  his  own  library  does  not  contain  the  statute- 
book?  "  But,"  says  the  objector,  "  Is  it  just  to  condemn  the  hea- 
then when  the  means  of  grace  and  salvation  never  reached  them?  " 
Yes;  for  the  ground  of  their  condemnation  is  their  breach  of  the 
law,  and  not  their  rejection  of  the  Saviour.  Suppose  a  man  has 
committed  murder, — is  it  unjust  to  condemn  him,  because  there  is  no 
provision  in  the  laws  for  his  pardon?  Upon  this  principle,  it  would 
have  been  unjust  to  condemn  any  man  for  sin,  if  no  provision  had 
11* 
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been  made  for  salvation;  and  the  propitiation  of  Christ  does  not  de- 
clare the  righteousness  of  God  in  forgiving  sins,  but  in  punishing 
them;  the  object  accomplished  is  not  to  render  God  just  in  justify- 
ing, but  just  in  condemning.  Again;  suppose  a  man  guilty,  and 
proved  so,  of  a  capital  crime,  but  a  plan  to  have  been  devised  by 
the  Executive,  whereby  the  ends  of  justice  can  be  answered,  and 
yet  the  offender  be  spared.  A  messenger  is  dispatched  to  announce 
to  him  the  tidings  ;  but  he  loiters  by  the  way  and  forgets  his  errand, 
and  the  executioner  does  his  office  on  the  convict  before  the  message 
arrives:  does  he  die  unjustly?  No;  for  he  is  guilty ,  and  the  law 
which  condemns  him  is  good.  So,  though  through  the  negligence 
of  Christians  the  gospel  is  not  yet  preached  in  all  the  world,  those 
who  perish  before  the  word  reaches  them  are  not  unjustly  con- 
demned. For  the  transgression  of  a  righteous  law  they  perish;  not 
for  the  rejection  of  a  gracious  message;  and  their  condemnation 
proceeds  on  just  the  principle  on  which  it  would  have  gone,  had 
there  been  no  prov  ision  of  salvation  at  all.  Would  that  have  been 
unjust?  Did  justice  to  man  require  God  to  give  his  Son  to  death 
and  the  curse?  Had  we  a  claim  on  him  for  such  a  boon?  Where, 
then,  even  had  all  been  condemned  would  have  been  the  injustice 
of  their  condemnation?  And  if  it  be  just  to  leave  all  to  perish  with- 
out, the  provision  of  a  remedy,  it  is  just  to  leave  apart  to  perish 
without*  the  knowledge  of  a  remedy.    I  proceed  now, 

4.  To  consider  those  passages  of  scripture  which  exhibit  the 
exclusive  ground  of  man's  hope,  and  the  exclusive  medium  of  sal- 
vation. These  passages  do,  by  unavoidable  consequence,  leave 
pagan  nations  under  condemnation.  I  shall  only,  as  before,  ad- 
duce a  few  passages  out  of  many  which  might  be  quoted.  "  Nei- 
ther is  their  salvation  in  any  other;  for  there  is  no  other  name  un- 
der heaven  given  among  men  whereby  we  must  be  saved," — than 
the  name  of  Jesus.  Acts  iv.  1L2.  It  will  not  be  denied,  we  pre- 
sume, that  the  heathen  are  in  a  lost,  or  guilty  and  condemned  con- 
dition. From  this  condition  they  need  to  be  delivered:  if  they  are 
delivered  it  must  be  in  some  way;  in  that  way,  theretbre,  there  must 
be  salvation;  and  it  must  be  made  known  to  the  guilty  that  there 
is  this  salvation;  i.  e.  the  name  or  way  must  be  given  among  men; 
and  if  there  be  but  one  way  made  known,  the  inference  is  unavoid- 
able that  there  is  salvation  in  no  other  way.  Now  how  are  any  to 
become  interested  in  this  salvation?  By  faith,  or  believing  in  that 
name  through  which  it  is  to  flow.  Can  pagan  nations  then  believe  ? 
How  shall  they  believe  in  him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard?  But 
"  he  that  believeth  not  shall  not,  see  life;  the  wrath  of  God  abideth 
on  him."  Now,  the  heathen  do  not  believe;  they  therefore  shall 
not  see  life;  i.  e.  continuing  heathen,  their  salvation  is  impossible. 

"  Other  foundation  can  no  man  lay,  than  that  which  is  laid — Jesus 
Christ."  lCor.iii.il.  This  passage,  though  figurative,  is  of  pre- 
cisely the  same  import  as  the  foregoing  one.  It  is  a  foundation  for 
the  hope  of  salvation  which  is  here  spoken  of;  for  "  if  any  man 
build  on  this  foundation,  he  shall  be  saved."  Now  candidly  com- 
pare these  two  passages,  and  see  if  there  be  any  hope  of  salvation 
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for  pagan  nations.  There  is  one  only  basis  of  hope;  with  that  they 
are  unacquainted,  and  of  course  on  it  they  do  not  rely:  but  reliance 
on  it  is  indispensable  to  salvation.  What  then  is  the  inference? 
They  cannot  i*e  saved.  Nor  will  it  avail  to  allege  that  God  may 
deal  differently  with  pagan  nations  and  with  the  evangelized  :  for 
this  is  gratuitous.  The  question  is,  what  he  will  do;  and  of  this  we 
know  nothing  but  from  his  declarations,  and  these  we  find  in  his 
word.  Again  if  he  can  save  pagans  in  another  way,  why  not  others 
than  pagans?  Why  are  any  evangelized?  Why  has  Christ  died 
at  all?  For  if  any  are  saved  otherwise  than  through  him,  all  might 
have  been;  and,  awful  to  think!  Christ  has  died  in  vain.  So  far, 
then,  from  the  gospel  being  glad  tidings,  it  is  sorrowful  news;  for 
the  fact  which  it  announces  makes  the  situation  of  none  better  than 
it  would  have  been,  had  they  never  heard  the  gospel,  and  it  ren- 
ders that  of  the  lost  immeasurably  worse.  Neither  the  wisdom  nor 
love  of  God  is  at  all  displayed  in  the  gift  of  his  Son;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, to  "  lay  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all,"  was  an  act  of  wanton 
cruelly  to  him,  for  the  sake  of  no  benefit  to  any  one,  but  merely  to 
furnish  some,  who  should  be  vessels  of  wrath,  in  whom  should  be  ex- 
hibited needlessly,  wantonly,  and  forever,  God's  power  to  inflict  suffer- 
ing! Now,  are  we  prepared  to  admit  these  horrible  consequences? 
If  not,  we  must  reject  the  principle  which  involves  them,  and  admit 
what  has  from  scripture  been  shown, — that  the  only  medium  of  any 
sinner's  salvation  is  faith,  and  that,  as  pagan  nations  have  not  heard, 
they  cannot  believe,  and  not  believing  they  surfer  the  penalty  due 
to  their  misdeeds,  and  perish. 

II.    In  order  that  the  nations  now  pagan,  may  be  saved, 

THE   GOSPEL   OF   CHRIST   MUST   BE   PROCLAIMED   AMONG  THEM. 

I  can  scarcely  persuade  myself  that  it  is  really  necessary  seriously 
to  set  myself  about  the  proof  of  this  proposition.  I  may  safely  take 
it  for  granted,  that  nearly  all  who  hear  me,  are  satisfied  of  this;  and 
certainly  all  the  members  of  our  missionary  societies  do  conscien- 
tiously believe  it:  their  sacrifices  of  ease  and  time,  and  their  wil- 
ling and  continued  contributions  prove  their  conviction  of  its  truth. 
On  any  other  supposition,  these  sacrifices  and  contributions  are 
worse  than  wasted.  What  is  the  object  of  them  all,  but  that  the 
heathen  may  be  saved  by  hearing  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus? 

Yet,  were  proof  necessary,  nothing  would  be  easier  than  to  fur- 
nish it:  nay,  it  is  already  furnished  in  the  proof  afforded  of  our  for- 
mer proposition.  We  have  shown  that  pagan  nations,  continuing 
such,  must  perish,  and  must  perish  because  they  know  not  the  only 
way  of  salvation.  The  present  head  of  discourse,  then,  is  merely  an 
inference  arising  from  the  establishment  of  the  former,  and  is  proved 
by  the  same  arguments.  But  we  will  not  rest  it  exclusively  on 
even  this; — we  will  look  again  very  briefly  to  the  law  and  to  the 
testimony. 

"Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  saved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth;  beside 
me  there  is  no  God;  a  just  God,  and  a  Saviour,  there  is  none 
beside  me."  Isa.  xlv.  21.  22.  These  words  are  plainly  addressed 
to  pagan  nations,  who  were  believers  in  a  plurality  of  gods,  and  de- 
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clare  to  them  the  unity  of  the  Divine  nature,  and  that  this  one  God 
is  the  only  Saviour.  Again  the  last  command  of  the  Redeemer  to 
his  disciples  was,  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel 
to  every  creature."  Now,  why  are  these  declarations  made,  and 
these  commands  given,  if  the  salvation  of  pagan  nations  could  be 
effected  without  their  receiving  the  messages  of  the  gospel?  Did 
not  Jesus  know  that  they  could  not  be  saved  unless  they  heard  the 
gospel?  and  was  not  this  the  reason  why  he  commanded  it  to  be 
preached  to  them?  Yes,  the  gospel  of  Jesus  is  the  only  remedy 
which  heavenly  wisdom  has  devised  for  the  salvation  of  the  perish- 
ing; the  heathen  are  now  perishing  for  want  of  the  knowledge  of  it; 
it  is  the  design  of  God  that  "  all  nations  "  should  possess  it;  and  in 
order  that  they  may  possess  its  blessings,  its  accents  must  reach 
their  ears.  "  How  shall  they  believe  in  him  of  whom  they  have  not 
heard?  " 


ILLUSTRATION  OF  1  COR.  xi.  14,  15. 
In  a  recent  note  from  Mr.  Judson. 

The  Burman,  not  to  speak  of  other  eastern  nations,  consider  it 
very  indecorous  and  indeed  shameful  for  women  to  have  short  hair. 
No  apology  is  admissible,  except  the  necessity  of  cutting  it  off,  in 
case  of  dangerous  illness.  Among  such  a  people,  is  not  the  reason- 
ing of  the  apostle  in  the  1 1th  chapter  1st  Corinthians,  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  the  subject  of  hair,  peculiarly  applicable?  "  If  a  woman 
have  long  hair,  it  is  a  glory  to  her,  for  her  hair  is  given  her  for  a 
covering."  In  regard  to  wearing  a  veil,  or  having  the  head  covered, 
the  Burmans  have  no  such  sentiments  as  the  people  whom  the 
apostle  was  addressing;  and  therefore  his  reasoning  on  that  subject 
is  not  applicable.  ,  . 

A.  Judson. 

Maulmein,  July  28th,  1833. 


AUTHORITY  OF  THE  APOSTLES. 

The  word  apostle  is  derived  from  the  Greek  apostello,  to  delegate, 
to  send  forth  one  as  an  agent,  clothed  with  authority  to  act  for 
another.  Heb.  3:1.  The  term  apostle  implies,  1.  Selection.  Acts 
1:  24.  9:  15.  2.  Commission.  2  Cor.  4:  7.  1  Thess.  2:  4.  3. 
Qualification.  2  Cor.  12:  12.  4.  Mission.  Acts  26:  17,  18.  5. 
Responsibility.  1  Cor.  4:  1 — 5  9:  26.  27.  6.  Recompense  of 
fidelity.  2  Tim.  4:  7,  8.  Hence  we  may  understand  why  the 
Epistles  of  Paul  open  with  the  announcement  of  his  apostolic 
authority.    Though  sometimes  in  the  New  Testament  applied  to 
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others,  and  then  rendered  "  messenger,"  yet  the  first  select  min- 
isters of  Christ  were,  by  way  of  eminence,  termed  apostles,  in 
distinctions,  from  evangelists,  pastors,  and  teachers.  There  were 
several  things  essential  to  their  office,  such  as, 

\t  That  they  should  have  seen  the  Lord,  and  been  eye  and  ear 
witnesses  of  what  they  testified  to  the  world.  John  15:  27.  This 
is  laid  down  as  an  essential  requisite,  in  the  choice  of  one  that  was 
to  succeed  Judas.  Acts  1:  21,  22.  All  of  them  could  say,  "  That 
which  we  have  seen  and  heard,  declare  we  unto  you."  1  John  1: 
3.  The  case  of  Paul  is  no  exception  to  this;  for,  referring  to  those 
that  saw  Christ  after  his  resurrection,  he  says,  "And,  last  of  all, 
he  was  seen  of  me."  1  Cor.  15:  8.  And  he  mentions  this  upon 
another  occasion,  as  one  of  his  apostolic  qualifications.  "Ami 
not  an  apostle?  Have  I  not  seen  the  Lord?  "  1  Cor.  9:1.  So 
that  his  seeing  that  Just  One,  and  hearing  the  voice  of  his  mouth, 
was  necessary  to  his  being  a  witness  of  what  he  thus  saw  and  heard. 
Acts  22:  14,  15. 

2.  They  must  have  been  immediately  called  and  chosen  to 
that  office  by  Christ  himself.  This  was  the  case  with  every  one 
of  them,  Matthias  not  excepted ;  Luke  6:  13.  Gal.  1:1.  for,  as  he 
had  been  previously  chosen  a  disciple  of  Christ,  so  the  Lord,  by 
determining  the  lot,  declared  his  choice,  and  immediately  called  him 
to  the  office  of  an  apostle.    Acts  1 :  24 — :26. 

3.  Infallible  inspiration  was  also  necessary  to  qualify  persons 
for  that  office.  John  16:  13.  They  had  not  only  to  explain  the 
true  sense  and  spirit  of  the  Old  Testament,  but  also  to  give  forth 
the  New  Testament  revelation  to  the  world,  which  was  to  be  the 
unalterable  standard  of  faith  and  practice  in  all  succeeding  gene- 
rations. Luke  24:  27.  Acts  26:  22,  23,  and  ch.  28:  23.  1  Pet. 
1:25.  It  was  therefore  necessary  that  they  should  be  secured 
against  all  mistakes,  by  the  unerring  dictates  of  the  Spirit  of  truth. 
Accordingly,  Christ  both  promised,  and  actually  bestowed  upon 
them,  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  teach  them  all  things;  to  bring  all  things 
to  their  remembrance,  whatsoever  he  had  said  unto  them;  to  guide 
them  into  all  truth,  and  to  show  them  things  to  come.  John  16: 
13,  26.  Their  doctrine  must  also  be  received,  not  as  the  word  of 
man,  but,  as  it  truly  is,  the  word  of  God,  1  Thess.  2:  13;  and  is 
that  by  which  we  are  to  distinguish  the  spirit  of  truth  from  the  spirit 
of  error.    1  John  4:  6. 

4.  The  power  of  working  miracles  was  an  important  apostolical 
qualification;  such  as  speaking  different  languages,  curing  the 
lame,  healing  the  sick,  raising  the  dead,  discerning  of  spirits,  and 
conferring  these  gifts  on  others.  Mark  16:  20.  Acts  2:  43. 
1  Cor.  12:  8 — 11.  These  were  credentials  of  their  apostolic  mis- 
sion, 2  Cor.  12:  11,  by  means  of  which  they  confirmed  their  doc- 
trine, at  its  first  publication,  gaining  credit  to  it  as  a  revelation  from 
God,  who  thereby  bare  witness  to  them.    Heb.  2:  4. 

5.  To  the  apostle  only  belonged  the  high  prerogative  of  confer- 
ring upon  others  spiritual  gifts  and  miraculous  powers.  Acts  8. 
And  to  all  these  qualifications  must  be  added, 
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6.  The  universality  of  their  mission.  Their  charge  was  not, 
like  that  of  ordinary  pastors,  restricted  to  any  particular  church; 
but,  being  the  oracles  of  God  to  men,  they  had  tne  care  of  all  the 
churches.  2  Cor.  11:  28.  They  had  authority  to  settle  their  faith 
and  order,  as  examples  to  all  succeeding  churches;  to  determine  all 
controversies,  Acts  16:  4,  and  to  exercise  the  rod  of  discipline  on 
all  offenders,  whether  pastors  or  flock.  1  Cor.  5:  3 — 6.  2  Cor. 
10:  8.  and  ch.  13:  10.  See  M'Lean's  Illustration  of  Christ's  Com- 
mission to  his  Apostles,  p.  8 — 11. 

St.  Paul  is  frequently  called  the  apostle,  byway  of  eminence: 
and  the  apostle  of  the  gentiles,  because  his  ministry  was  chiefly  em- 
ployed for  the  conversion  of  the  gentiles,  as  that  of  St.  Peter  was 
for  Jews,  who  is  therefore  styled  the  apostle  of  the  circumcision. 

The  apostles  having  continued  at  Jerusalem  twelve  years  after 
the  ascension  of  Christ,  as  tradition  reports,  according  to  his  com- 
mand, determined  to  disperse  themselves  in  different  parts  of  the 
world.  But  what  were  the  particular  provinces  assigned  to  each, 
does  not  certainly  appear  from  any  authentic  history.  Socrates 
says,  that  Thomas  took  Parthia  for  his  lot;  Matthew,  Ethiopia; 
and  Bartholomew,  India.  Eusebius  gives  the  following  account: 
"  Thomas,  as  we  learn  by  tradition,  had  Parthia  for  his  lot;  An- 
drew, Scythia;  John,  Asia,  who  having  lived  there  a  long  time, 
died  at  Ephesus.  Peter,  as  it  seems,  preached  to  the  dispersed 
Jews  in  Pontus  and  Galatia,  Bithynia,  Cappadocia,  and  Asia;  at 
length,  coming  to  Rome  ,he  was  crucified,  with  his  head  downward, 
as  he  had  desired.  What  need  I  to  speak  of  St.  Paul,  who  fully 
preached  the  gospel  of  Christ,  from  Jerusalem,  to  Ulyricum,  and 
at  last  died  a  martyr  at  Rome,  in  the  time  of  ]\ero?  "  From  this 
passage  we  may  conclude,  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  centu- 
ry, there  were  not  any  certain  and  well-attested  accounts  of  the 
places,  out  of  Judea,  in  which  several  of  the  apostles  of  Christ 
preached;  for  if  there  had,  Eusebius  must  have  been  acquainted 
with  them. 

The  stories  that  are  told  concerning  their  arrival  and  exploits 
among  the  Gauls,  the  English,  the  Spaniards,  the  Germans,  the 
Americans,  the  Chinese,  the  Indians,  and  the  Russians,  are  too 
romantic  in  their  nature,  and  of  too  recent  a  date,  to  be  received  by 
an  impartial  inquirer  after  truth.  These  fables,  were  for  the  most 
part,  forged  after  the  time  of  Charlemagne,  when  most  of  the 
Christian  churches  contended  about  the  antiquity  of  their  origin, 
with  as  much  vehemence  as  the  Arcadians,  Egyptians,  and  Greeks 
disputed  formerly  about  their  seniority  and  precedence. 

It  appears,  however,  that  all  the  apostles  did  not  die  by  mar- 
tyrdom. Heraclion,  cited  by  Clemens  Alexandrinus,  reckons 
among  the  apostles  who  did  not  suffer  martyrdom,  Matthew,  Thom- 
as, Philip,  and  Levi,  probably  meaning  Lebbeus. 

To  the  apostles  belonged  the  peculiar  and  exclusive  prerogative 
of  writing  doctrinal  and  preceptive  books  of  authority  in  the  Chris- 
tian church;  and  it  sufficiently  appears  that  no  epistles,  or  other 
doctrinal  writings,  of  any  person  who  was  of  a  rank  below  that  of 
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an  apostle,  were  received  by  Christians,  as  a  part  of  their  rule  of 
faith.  With  respect  to  the  writings  of  Mark  and  Luke,  they  are 
reckoned  historical,  not  doctrinal  or  dogmatical;  and  Augustine 
says,  that  Mark  and  Luke  wrote  at  a  time  when  their  writings  might 
be  approved  not  only  by  the  church,  but  by  apostles  still  living. 


THE  MISSIONARY. 

From  Praed's  *■*  Australasia." 

With  furrowed  brow,  and  cheek  serenely  fair, 

The  calm  wind  wandering  o'er  his  silver  hair; 

His  arm  uplifted,  and  his  moistened  eye 

Fixed  in  deep  rapture  on  the  golden  sky — 

Upon  the  shore,  through  many  a  billow  driven, 

He  kneels  at  last  the  messenger  of  Heaven. 

Long  years,  that  rank  the  mighty  with  the  weak, 

Have  dimmed  the  flush  upon  his  faded  cheek; 

And  many  a  dew,  and  many  a  noxious  damp, 

The  daily  labor  and  the  nightly  lamp. 

Have  reft  away,  forever  reft  from  him 

The  liquid  accent  and  the  buoyant  limb. 

Yet,  still  within  him  aspirations  swell, 

Which  time  corrupts  not,  sorrow  cannot  quell 

The  changeless  zeal,  which  on  from  land  to  land 

Speeds  the  faint  foot  and  nerves  the  withered  hand; 

And  the  mild  charity,  which,  day  by  day, 

Weeps  every  wound  and  every  stain  away, 

Rears  the  young  bud  on  every  blighted  stem, 

And  longs  to  comfort  when  it  must  condemn. 

With  these,  through  storm  and  bitterness  and  wrath, 

In  peace  and  power  he  holds  his  onward  path  ; 

Curbs  the  fierce  soul  and  sheaths  the  murderous  steel, 

And  calms  the  passions  he  hath  ceased  to  feel. 

Yes,  he  hath  triumphed!  while  his  lips  relate 

The  sacred  story  of  his  Saviour's  fate; 

While  to  the  search  of  that  tumultuous  horde 

He  opens  wide  the  Everlasting  Word, 

And  bids  the  soul  drink  deep  of  wisdom  there, 

In  fond  devotion  and  in  fervent  prayer. 


ON  THE  HABIT  OF  ATTENTION. 

Attention  is  the  state  of  the  mind,  when  it  is  steadily  directed  for 
some  time,  whether  longer  or  shorter,  to  some  particular  object  of 
sense  or  intellect;  and  this  so  exclusively,  that  all  other  objects  are 
for  the  time  being,  shut  out.  Job.i7:  2.  Prov.  4:  1.  In  all  cases 
of  attention,  the  act  of  the  mind  is  a  complex  one,  involving  two 
things.  1.  The  simple  perception  or  series  of  perceptions  in  view 
of  the  object.  2.  The  vivid  emotion  of  interest  which  accompanies 
the  perception,  and  prevents  that  continual  change  of  the  object  of 
thought  which  would  otherwise  take  place.  On  the  strength  of  this 
emotion — the  desire  to  know  the  subject  before  us,  more  fully,  de- 
finitely, systematically,  and  thoroughly,  and  in  preference  to  every 
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other — depends  the  power  of  attention.  Intensity  of  interest  leads 
to  singleness  of  purpose,  and  singleness  of  purpose  enables  the 
mind  to  keep  its  hold  of  the  subject  undivided  and  unbroken. 

Where  the  subject  to  be  examined  is  complex,  this  power  of  pa- 
tient and  protracted  attention  is  indispensable.  For,  as  every  com- 
plex whole  is  made  up  of  parts,  and  as  the  distinct  perception  of  the 
whole  implies  a  knowledge  of  the  relative  situation  of  the  different 
parts  to  each  other;  so  such  a  perfect  comprehension  of  the  object 
as  a  whole,  is  the  result  of  a  series  of  successive  acts  of  attention. 
Habit,  however,  immensely  facilitates  this  process;  so  that  the 
glance  of  the  mind,  in  the  highest  exercise  of  a  habit  of  attention,  is 
like  lightning. 

In  agreement  with  this  view  of  the  subject,  we  often  speak  of  at- 
tention as  great  or  small;  as  existing  in  a  very  high,  or  very  slight 
degree.  We  commonly  judge  at  first  of  the  degree  of  attention  to 
a  subject  from  the  length  of  time  during  which  the  mind  is  occupied 
with  it.  But  when  we  look  a  little  farther,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
time  will  generally  depend  upon  the  delusiveness  and  permanency  of 
the  attendant  emotion  of  interest,  from  whatever  cause  that  interest 
may  arise,  competition,  pleasure,  or  the  simple  sense  of  duty. 

There  have  been  mathematicians,  Archimedes,  for  example, 
who  could  investigate  the  most  complicated  problems  amid  every 
variety  and  character  of  disturbance.  Newton  used  to  ascribe  his 
superiority  to  other  men,  simply  to  his  superior  power  of  patient 
thought.  The  late  Dr.  Scott  composed  one  of  his  very  best  works 
in  the  midst  of  his  family;  frequently  holding  a  child  on  one  knee, 
and  with  his  other  foot  at  the  same  time  rocking  an  infant  in  the 
cradle.  President  Dvvight  could  at  the  same  time  dictate  to  two 
amanuenses  on  different  subjects,  and  bear  his  part  in  the  current 
of  conversation.  And  of  Julius  Caesar  it  is  said,  that  while  writing 
a  despatch,  he  could  at  the  same  time  dictate  four  others  to  his  sec- 
retaries; and  ^if  he  did  not  write  himself,  could  dictate  seven  let- 
ters at  once.  These  extraordinary  powers  of  preserving,  prolong- 
ing, and  at  last  of  diversifying  the  attention,  are  the  results  of  habit- 
ually cultivating  the  power  of  attention,  in  connexion  with  intellectual 
energi)  and  order.  And  on  the  same  habits  the  strength  of  memory- 
depends.  How  important  is  this  consideration  to  hearers  of  the 
gospel! 

"  Therefore,"  says  the  apostle,  "  we  ought  to  give  the  more  earn- 
est heed  to  the  things  that  we  have  heard,  lest  at  any  time  we  should 
let  them  slip."    Heb.  ii.  1. 

"  The  knowledge  derived  from  a  discourse,  says  Robert  Hall,  de- 
pends entirely  upon  attention;  in  exact  proportion  to  which  will  be 
the  progress  made  by  a  mind  of  a  given  capacity.  Not  to  listen 
with  attention,  is  the  same  thing  as  to  have  ears  which  hear  not,  and 
eyes  which  see  not.  While  you  are  hearing,  whatever  trains  of 
thought  of  a  foreign  and  extraneous  nature  obtrude  themselves 
should  be  resolutely  repelled.  In  the  power  of  fixing  the  attention, 
the  most  precious  of  the  intellectual  habits,  mankind  differ  greatly; 
but  every  man  possesses  some,  and  it  will  increase  the  more  it  is 
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exerted.  He  who  exercises  no  discipline  over  himself  in  this  re- 
spect, acquires  such  a  volatility  of  mind,  such  a  vagrancy  of  imag- 
ination, as  dooms  him  to  be  the  sport  of  every  mental  vanity;  it 
is  impossible  such  a  man  should  attain  to  true  wisdom.  If  we 
cultivate,  on  the  contrary,  a  habit  of  attention,  it  will  become  nat- 
ural, thought  will  strike  its  roots  deep,  and  we  shall,  by  degrees, 
experience  no  difficulty  in  following  the  track  of  the  longest  con- 
nected discourse.  As  we  find  it  easy  to  attend  to  what  interests  the 
heart,  and  the  thoughts  naturally  follow  the  course  of  the  affections, 
the  best  antidote  to  habitual  inattention  to  religious  instruction,  is 
the  love  of  the  truth.  Let  the  word  of  Christ  dwell  in  you  richly, 
and  to  hear  it  attentively  will  be  a  pleasure,  not  a  task. 

"The  practice  of  sleeping  in  places  of  worship,  a  practice,  we 
believe,  not  prevalent  in  any  other  places  of  public  resort,  is  not 
only  a  gross  violation  of  the  advice  we  are  giving,  but  most  distress- 
ing to  ministers,  and  most  disgraceful  to  those  who  indulge  in  it.  If 
the  apostle  indignantly  inquires  of  the  Corinthians  whether  they 
had  not  houses  to  eat  and  drink  in,  may  we  not  with  equal  propri- 
ety ask  those  who  indulge  in  this  practice,  whether  they  have  not 
beds  to  sleep  in,  that  they  convert  the  house  of  God  into  a  dormi- 
tory? A  little  self-denial,  a  very  gentle  restraint  on  the  appetite, 
would,  in  most  cases,  put  a  stop  to  this  abomination;  and  with  what 
propriety  can  he  pretend  to  desire  the  sincere  milk  of  the  word, 
who  cannot  be  prevailed  upon,  one  day  out  of  seven,  to  refrain  from 
the  excess  which  absolutely  disqualifies  him  from  receiving  it?" 


REVIEW. 

Memoir  of  the  Rev.  Elias  Cornelius:  by  B.  B.  Edwards. 
Boston:  Published  by  Perkins  8?  Marvin.  Philadelphia:  Henry 
Perkins.    1833.    l2mo.  pp.  360.  ' 

When  public  notice  was  first  given  that  a  Memoir  of  the  late  Mr. 
Cornelius  was  to  be  prepared  for  the  press,  it  was  apprehended  that 
no  narrative  of  his  life,  however  graphic  and  well  adjusted,  would 
fully  answer  to  the  conceptions  formed  of  his  worth  by  many  of  his 
personal  friends.  Such  an  apprehension  was  unavoidable,  so  high, 
and,  we  were  about  to  say,  so  impassioned  was  their  admiration  of 
him.  And  it  is  not  strange  if  to  some  extent  it  has  been  realized. 
To  those  who  were  intimately  acquainted  with  Mr.  Cornelius,  and 
permitted  to  share  his  counsels  and  sympathies,  the  time  must  seem 
short  since  he  was  moving  before  them  in  his  zeal,  and  Christian 
courteousness,  and  truth  in  God.  The  sounds  have  scarcely  died 
on  their  ear,  which  pleaded,  as  from  the  borders  of  eternity,  the 
worth  of  the  undying  soul,  the  hapless  state  of  unevangelized  na- 
tions, and  the  price  paid  for  their  ransom.  They  witness  still  the 
12 


134 


Review— Memoir  of  Rev.  Elias  Cornelius. 


chastened  fervor  of  the  departing  spirit,  exclaiming,  Let  his  glo- 
rious will  be  done! 

Even  to  those,  however,  who  need  no  remembrance  of  their  de- 
parted friend,  and  to  whom  all  visible  memorials  of  his  virtues  are 
necessarily  less  vivid  and  enduring  than  the  record  written  within, 
the  Memoir,  we  are  confident,  has  not  failed  of  solemn  interest. 
It  must  have  awakened  in  them  intense  feelings  to  compare  its  re- 
citals with  the  facts  and  sentiments  cherished  in  their  hearts,  and 
to  discriminate  distinctly  in  this  chart  of  his  life,  in  connection  with 
their  own  most  cherished  thoughts  of  him,  the  varied  excellencies 
of  the  man,  and  the  elements  of  his  moral  power. 

To  such  as  were  not  personally  acquainted  with  our  deceased  bro- 
ther, and  seldom,  if  ever,  witnessed  any  public  demonstrations  of 
his  high  purpose  and  generous  ardor,  but  are  dependent  on  rumor 
chiefly,  for  their  knowledge  of  him,  or  on  the  pages  of  the  work  be- 
fore us,  the  plain  narrative  of  the  incidents  of  his  life  may  come 
with  an  interest  less  absorbing.  Yet  they  too,  we  venture  the  as- 
surance, need  fear  no  want  of  gratification  in  the  perusal  of  the 
Memoir,  and  may  derive  from  it  invaluable  benefit  by  being  stimu- 
lated to  copy  the  example  which  is  there  proffered  to  their  obser- 
vation. 

The  Rev.  Elias  Cornelius  was  born  at  Somers,  West  Chester 
county,  N.  Y.,  July  30,  1794.  At  the  age  of  16  he  entered  the 
Sophomore  class  in  Yale  college.  During  the  last  year  of  his 
connection  with  that  Institution  there  was  a  revival  of  religion 
among  the  students,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  earliest  subjects. 
On  completing  his  collegiate  course,  he  began  the  study  of  theology, 
which  he  prosecuted  for  about  two  years  under  the  direction  of  Pres- 
ident Dwight  of  Yale  college,  and  subsequently  with  Dr.  Beecher, 
then  of  Litchfield,  Ct.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  by 
the  South  Association  of  Congregational  ministers  in  Litchfield 
county,  in  June,  1816.  Soon  after  he  received  a  commission  from 
the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  "  to 
solicit  benefactions  in  aid  of  their  funds.  Under  this  commission 
he  preached,  with  great  acceptance,  in  several  places  in  the  north- 
western parts  of  Connecticut.  Many  individuals  went  from  town 
to  town  to  hear  him,  some  of  them  '  exclaiming  he  is  a  second  Whit- 
field.' "  On  the  13th  of  Jan.  following,  he  entered  on  a  second 
agency,  in  the  prosecution  of  which  he  visited  several  of  the  New 
England  and  Middle  States,  and  extended  his  tour  as  far  as  New 
Orleans.  While  on  his  way,  he  met  with  the  incident  that  gave 
rise  to  the  interesting  narrative  of  the  "  Little  Osage  Captive." 
At  New  Orleans  he  labored  for  some  time  in  the  service  of  the  Con- 
necticut Missionary  Society.  He  commenced  his  return  to  the 
north  in  April,  and  arrived  at  Andover  after  an  absence  of  eighteen 
months.  In  September  following  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Hooker,  eldest  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Asahel  Hooker,  formerly  of 
Goshen,  Ct. 

On  the  22d  of  July,  1819,  Mr.  Cornelius  was  installed  associate 
pastor  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  Worcester,  over  the  Tabernacle  church 
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and  society  in  Salem.    He  became  sole  pastor  of  the  church  by 
the  death  of  Dr.  Worcester,  June  9,  1821.    Of  his  success  in  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  that  endearing  and  responsible  relation,  some- 
thing may  be  inferred  from  the  following  extract  of  a  letter,  address- 
ed to  an  early  friend  soon  after  his  relinquishment  of  the  office: — 
"  I  pity  you,  I  pity  any  man,  any  people,  who  are  expecting  to 
sunder  such  ties  as  I  have  sundered.    But  how  often  I  have  thought 
of  Paul's  resolution  not  to  confer  with  flesh  and  blood.  Certainly 
I  had  all  that  a  minister  and  pastor  could  desire — saving  more  per- 
sonal piety,  and  still  higher  success  in  winning  souls  to  Christ. 
But  what  things  even  of  a  spiritual  nature  were  gain  to  me,  I  have 
been  made  willing  to  count  loss,  for  the  greater  interests  of  Christ's 
kingdom." — Mr.  Cornelius  was  chosen  Secretary  of  the  American 
Education  Society,  August  1,  1826.    The  following  is  an  extract  of 
a  letter  written  about  a  year  after  he  had  entered  on  this  service: — 
"  I  think  I  am  learning  more  of  what  is  meant  by  being  crucified  to 
the  world.    It  is  a  lingering  process,  like  the  gradual  extinguishing 
of  life,  and  is  attended  with  frequent  and  dreadful  struggles.  I 
must  give  up  worldly  ease,  and  that  large  share  of  domestic  com- 
fort which  I  have  heretofore  had;  and  I  trust  I  can  say,  I  am  wil- 
ling, increasingly  willing,  to  do  it.    I  long  to  feel  more  that  God  is 
my  immediate  and  highest  source  of  enjoyment.    Sometimes  I  do 
venture  to  hope  I  feel  thus;  and  then  prayer  and  labor  are  sweetly 
united,  and  I  look  forward  to  the  close  of  all  earthly  scenes  with- 
out reluctance  and  with  peace.    However  trying  life  may  be,  spent 
in  a  course  of  self-denial,  it  will  make  death  sweet;  and  where 
love  to  Christ  has  been  the  cause  of  it,  it  will  fit  the  soul  for  a  joy- 
ful and  glorious  entrance  upon  the  1  rest  which  remaineth  for  the 
people  of  God.'"    The  views  which  he  entertained  of  the  impor- 
tance of  the  object  for  which  he  had  been  willing  to  make  these  sac- 
rifices, are  intimated  in  the  extract,  which  we  subjoin,  from  a  report 
made  to  the  Ed.  Soc.  in  1830: — "  It  is  one  of  the  auspicious  signs 
of  the  times,  that  the  cause  of  Education  Societies  is  taking  strong 
hold  of  the  public  mind.    It  is  seen,  and  in  some  measure  felt,  that 
more  evangelical  men  must  be  raised  up  to  perform  the  work  of 
pastors  and  missionaries,  or  the  country  cannot  be  saved  from  spi- 
ritual ruin,  and  the  world  cannot  be  evangelized.    The  noblest  and 
best-concerted  plans  must  fail,  unless  instruments  can  be  furnished 
to  carry  these  purposes  of  love  into  execution.    From  every  quar- 
ter, the  unceasing,  the  urgent  demand,  is,  Give  us  men.  Thou- 
sands of  destitute  churches  cry,  Give  us  pastors.    Every  foreign  and 
domestic  missionary  society  in  the  nation  lifts  up  its  voice  and  re- 
peats, Give  us  men,  or  we  cannot  rescue  the  millions  who  are  perish- 
ing.   At  the  same  time  God  is  pointing  the  church  to  her  pious  sons, 
whom  he  has  endowed  with  competent  talents  and  piety,  and  saying, 
Take  these  youth  and  educate  them  for  me."    It  appears  from  a 
statement  in  the  last  report  which  Mr.  C.  prepared,  and  which  was 
read  at  the  anniversary  of  the  Society  in  1831,  that  twelve  hundred 
and  four  young  men  had  been  assisted  since  the  organization  of  the 
Society  in  1816,  of  whom  six  hundred  and  four  had  been  aided  the 
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past  year. — In  May,  1831,  Mr.  C,  incompliance  with  repeated  so- 
licitations from  the  Presbyterian  Education  Society  accepted  the 
secretaryship  of  that  society,  and  in  June  removed  to  the  city  of 
New  York.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  in  Oc- 
tober of  the  same  year,  he  was  chosen  Corresponding  Secretary. 
The  spirit  in  which  he  entered  on  his  new  labors,  is  exhibited  in 
the  following  extract  of  a  letter  to  a  gentleman  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed an  agent,  dated  Jan.  11,1832: — "At  our  present  rate  of 
converting  the  world,  more  than  a  hundred  centuries  must  elapse 
before  the  gospel  can  be  preached  to  every  creature.  We  must 
hasten  our  steps,  or  the  work  will  never  be  accomplished.  And, 
why  wait  any  longer?  The  Lord's  hand  is  not  shortened,  neither 
is  his  ear  heavy.  Let  the  churches  put  on  the  breast-plate  of  faith 
and  love,  and  for  an  helmet  the  hope  of  salvation,  and  let  them  go 
forth  in  this  work  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord  God  Almighty,  and 
all  flesh  will  ere  long  be  saved  ....  May  the  God  of  missions  fill 
your  heart  with  love,  and  touch  your  lips  with  celestial  fire;  and 
may  you  go,  feeling  that  you  are  the  representative  of  six  hundred 
millions  of  souls  sinking  into  hell,  whose  imploring  cry  you  are  to 
catch  and  carry  to  the  hearts  of  God's  people." 

On  the  13th  of  Jan.  Mr.  C.  arrived  in  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  a  general  arrangement  of  his  duties  with  the  other  secre- 
taries of  the  Board,  and  also  to  perform  an  agency  in  the  churches 
in  Boston  and  the  neighborhood.  He  set  out  on  his  return  to  New 
York  on  Saturday,  Feb.  4.  He  arrived  at  the  house  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Hawes,  in  Hartford,  the  following  Monday.  At  the  monthly 
concert  for  prayer,  in  the  evening,  he  spoke  only  a  few  minutes  be- 
fore he  fainted,  and  was  laid  upon  the  settee  in  the  pulpit.  On  re- 
viving, he  went  on  with  his  address,  as  he  sat  in  the  pulpit,  speak- 
ing solemnly  but  feebly.  From  this  time  till  Saturday  noon  he 
was  very  sick,  yet  little  apprehension  was  entertained  of  the  fatal 
nature  of  the  disease.  "About  noon  on  Saturday,  it  became  ap- 
parent to  his  attendants  that  the  disease  was  seating  itself  upon  the 
brain.  Dr.  H.  says,  '  After  having  suffered  severely  from  one  of 
those  violent  spasms,  which  finally  exhausted  and  broke  down  the 
firm  frame-work  of  his  soul,  he  called  me  to  his  bed-side,  and  with 
great  deliberation  and  calmness  said  he  felt  himself  to  be  near  his 
end.  "  The  impression,"  said  he,  "  has  been  upon  my  mind  for  these 
last  three  days,  that  this  is  my  final  sickness;  and  I  bless  God  that 
I  can  look  forward  to  the  change  before  me  with  composure  and  hope. 
I  feel  that  I  am  a  poor  sinner;  I  need  to  be  washed  from  head  to 
foot  in  the  blood  of  atonement — (this  last  was  uttered  with  the  most 
affecting  solemnity) — but  I  hope  I  may  be  saved  through  the  blood 
of  Christ.  Within  the  last  year,  and  especially  of  late,  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  has  been  becoming  more  and  more  precious  to  my  soul. 
I  feel  that  I  can  commit  my  immortal  all  to  him;  and  here  I  wish 
to  bear  my  dying  testimony  that  I  go  to  the  judgment  relying  on 
nothing  but  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ.  Without  that,  I  should  have 
no  hope.  Tell  my  dear  wife  that  I  praise  God,  and  I  hope  that  she 
will  praise  him,  that  he  gives  me  peace,  and  I  trust  a  humble,  thank- 
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ful,  penitent  frame  of  mind,  in  this  trying  hour.    Tell  her  not  to  in- 
dulge in  immoderate  grief,  lest  she  sin  against  God.    If  she  could 
see  the  whole  glorious  plan,  as  God  sees  it,  she  would  bless  his  holy 
name  for  removing  me  now.    He  will  take  care  of  her  and  the  dear 
children.    I  have  not  a  doubt  of  it."    Some  time  on  the  same  day  he 
uttered,  as  nearly  as  can  be  remembered,  the  following  sentences: — 
"  It  grieves  me  that  there  is  so  much  appearance,  and  so  much  of 
the  reality  of  pride  among  the  dear  children  of  God,  and  especially 
among  ministers.    I  have  felt  it  in  myself,  and  desire  to  be  humbled 
before  God  on  account  of  it.    Before  the  best  days  of  the  church 
arrive,  there  must  be  a  correction  of  this  evil,  and  a  return  to  a  hum- 
ble, childlike,  and  submissive  spirit."    Saturday  evening,  in  reply  to 
some  remarks  of  Dr.  H.  implying  that  there  was  still  some  hope  in 
his  case,  he  said,  with  an  indescribable  tenderness  and  solemnity  in 
his  voice  and  manner,  '  Now,  brother,  there  is  one  thing  more  I 
wish  to  say.    If  it  please  God  to  bring  me  thus  far,  and  then  to  say, 
Tarry  thou  here  a  while  longer,  or  to  take  me  away  now,  let  his 
glorious  will  be  done.'    He  died  on  Sabbath  morning,  Feb.  12th,  at 
8  o'clock,  in  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  his  age." 

It  may  be  an  acceptable  service  to  such  as  had  no  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  Mr.  C.  to  insert  a  few  extracts  from  the  Memoir 
relative  to  his  general  appearance  and  private  character.  "The 
structure  of  his  frame,  and  his  general  aspect,  was  that  of  dignity. 
He  was  designed  to  be  a  leader  in  any  enterprize  in  which  he  might 
have  been  engaged.    His  erect  position  and  majestic  form  impressed 
every  beholder."    "  His  voice  was  one  of  great  clearness  and  com- 
pass.   It  could  reach  the  most  distant  auditor,  aud  fill  every  niche 
and  corner  of  our  largest  edifices."    "  The  operations  of  his  mind 
were,  in  an  extraordinary  degree,  visible  through  his  countenance. 
Feelings  of  grief,  of  affectionate  confidence,  of  intense  solicitude 
and  of  exulting  hope,  were  depicted  on  his  features  with  such 
strength  and  vividness  as  to  mock  all  delineation,  either  by  pen  or 
pencil.    It  was  like  the  passing  and  repassing  of  the  rays  of  light 
over  a  harvest-field."    "  It  has  been  remarked  of  men  distinguish- 
ed in  various  departments  of  public  life,  that  their  private  character 
would  not  bear  very  severe  scrutiny  ....  Men,  whose  piety  cannot 
be  called  in  question,  are  guilty  of  sad  delinquencies  in  the  domestic 
circle.    While  in  the  presence  of  their  wives  and  children,  they  are 
taciturn  or  morose,  abrupt  in  speech,  and  cruel  in  manner  if  not  in 
heart.    They  never  manifest  in  their  own  house  that  nice  sense  of 
honor,  and  those  thousand  nameless  delicate  attentions,  which,  as 
gentlemen  in  public  life,  they  are  ready  to  exhibit,  and  which  they 
well  know  constitute  half  the  charm  of  human  intercourse. ...Between 
the  public  and  domestic  character  of  Mr.  C.  there  was  a  delightful 
consistency.    In  this  respect  he  endeavored  to  follow  the  example 
of  Him,  who  was  the  same  in  the  family  whom  he  loved  at  Bethany 
and  when  he  '  opened  his  mouth  '  and  taught  the  people  from  the 
mount.    He  was  remarkably  attentive  to  the  little  wants  and  wishes 
of  his  friends.    In  this  way  he  '  gathered  up  the  fragments,'  so  that 
nothing  was  lost.    A  person  looking  back  on  a  week  in  which  he 
12* 
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had  been  in  his  society,  could  hardly  reckon  the  number  of  kind- 
nesses which  he  had  received  from  him."  "  His  views  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Christian  liberty  and  diversity  of  sects  were  catholic  and  can- 
did. He  was  never  considered  as  deficient  in  the  courtesy  which 
the  gospel  requires  ....  even  towards  those  whom  he  could  not 
embrace  as  in  the  communion  of  saints."  To  this  we  may  add,  that 
to  all  who  differed  from  him  on  subjects  which  he  did  not  deem  fun- 
damental, his  manner  was  invariably  fraternal  and  confiding.  He 
was  for  years  in  habits  of  most  friendly  intercourse  with  one  who 
has  been  charged  with  not  the  least  arduous  and  responsible  trust 
in  the  gift  of  the  American  churches.*  With  many  other  beloved 
brethren  and  fathers,  also,  the  amiable  deportment  and  true  Cathol- 
icism of  our  lamented  friend,  as  well  as  his  fervent  zeal  in  the  cause 
of  Christ,  had  laid  a  good  foundation  for  an  esteem  and  confidence, 
that  were  awarded  to  him  in  growing  measure  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

It  is  not  improper  to  note  in  this  connection  his  "  unimpeachable 
integrity.  Examples  are  rarely  seen  of  honesty  more  scrupulous, 
of  integrity  further  beyond  the  reach  of  suspicion,  accompanied  at 
the  same  time  with  great,  and,  considering  his  circumstances,  muni- 
ficent liberality." 

In  giving  the  preceding  outline  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Cornelius  we 
have  carefully  studied  brevity,  and  have  introduced  only  the  more 
prominent  points  of  his  history  which  seemed  requisite  to  its  being 
connected  and  entire.  Perhaps  we  have  not  been  sufficiently  mi- 
nute to  prepare  our  readers  for  the  statement  which  we  are  about 
to  make  respecting  his  character.  But  this  deficiency,  if  it  exists, 
will  be,  in  part  at  least,  supplied  by  further  extracts  from  the  Me- 
moir; and  if  we  should  still  seem  to  speak  in  stronger  terms  than  the 
facts  here  introduced  may  warrant,  we  would  be  understood  as  ap- 
pealing to  the  full  details  of  the  Memoir  in  confirmation.  The  in- 
cidents of  Mr.  C.'s  life  are  there  narrated  with  great  fidelity,  and, 
considering  the  almost  entire  absence  of  private  records,  with  re- 
markable fulness  and  particularity.  It  is  mere  justice  to  the  com- 
piler to  say,  that  he  has  prepared  the  work  in  a  manner  that  can- 
not fail  of  giving  general  satisfaction.  We  may  also  remark,  in  this 
connection,  that  we  fully  approve  the  "scrupulous  compliance" 
with  Mr.  C.'s  expressed  wish  in  regard  to  his  private  papers,  and 
cannot  understand  the  ethics  that  would  have  sanctioned  their  ex- 
posure. We  are  almost  ready  to  add,  we  do  not  feel  the  want  of 
them.  We  distinctly  see  the  man,  in  everything  that  Mr.  Cornelius 
said  or  did.  The  plain  recital  of  his  words  and  actions  is,  in  other 
terms,  a  developement  of  the  feelings  of  his  heart.  No  one  can 
question  the  truth  of  the  remark  that  he  "  was  among  the  very  few 
men  who  are  entirely  trust-worthy." 

*  The  following  incident  we  have  concluded  to  insert,  not  so  much  in  illustration  of 
the  above  remark,  as  because  it  is  so  perfectly  characteristic.  It  occurred — the  morn- 
ing on  which  Mr.  C.  set  out  on  what  proved  to  be  his  last  journey.  Calling  at  the  Baptist 
Missionary  Rooms,  and,  in  conversation  with  the  Rev.  Sec.  of  the  B.  B.  F.  M.  having 
alluded  to  a  plan  he  had  recently  formed  for  visiting  the  Western  and  Southern  States 
in  behalf  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.,  the  Secretary  remarked  that  the  concerns  of  the  B.  B. 
might  shortly  require  him  to  make  a  similar  tour,  "  Come,  go  with  me,"  said  Mr. 
Cornelius,  "and  I'll  be  your  Timothy." 


Review — Memoir  of  Rev.  Elias  Cornelius. 


13!) 


The  statement  to  which  we  have  alluded,  is  the  following:  that  the 
late  Mr.  Cornelius  stands  forth,  not  only  to  the  sect  of  whom  he  was 
an  acknowledged  ornament,  but,  to  the  whole  Christian  community, 
as  an  exemplification  of  the  power  with  which  God  is  pleased  to 
invest  men  of  enlightened  Christian  zeal;  and  that  he  is  worthy,  in 
this  respect,  to  be  regarded  as  a  model,  by  all  who  are  inclined  to 
try  the  extent  of  the  power  which  God  will  give  them  in  doing  His 
will. 

That  Mr.  C.  was  a  man  of  uncommon  ardor  of  feeling,  is  mani- 
fest from  nearly  all  the  transactions  of  his  eventful  life.  He  seems 
to  have  been  habitually  conscious  of  a  vehemence  of  emotion,  that 
would  have  overpowered  an  ordinary  mind,  and  exhausted  a  frame 
not  singularly  vigorous.  We  subjoin  a  single  extract,  as  indicative 
of  the  spirit  with  which  he  was  customarily  animated,  and  which 
he  was  wont  to  breathe  into  his  public  and  private  addresses  and 
communications.  It  is  taken  from  a  Report  read  before  the  A.  E.  S., 
in  1828,  at  their  Anniversary  meeting: — 

"A  voice  is  heard  from  the  four  winds  of  heaven,  saying,  Onward, 
onward!  We  have  talked,  and  written,  and  reasoned,  and  hesita- 
ted, and  wept,  and  groaned,  long  enough.  Blessed  be  God,  the 
day  has  at  last  come  for  action.  The  first  great  direction  to  be 
given  now,  in  every  good  work,  is,  Do  it;  and  the  second  is,  Do 
it;  and  the  third  is,  Do  it.  Deeds  are  the  arguments  by  which  the 
timid  are  made  bold,  the  feeble  strong,  and  the  doubting  convinced 
— the  heavy  artillery  by  which  the  walls  of  satan's  empire  are  broken 
down,  and  the  enemy  is  put  to  flight.  These,  then,  are  the  argu- 
ments, and  these  the  weapons  by  which  we  hope  in  God  to  be  able 
to  carry  forward  the  cause  of  this  society.  If  any  still  doubt,  we 
have  no  time  to  stop  and  convince  them.  We  see  our  fellow-men 
sinking  on  every  side  into  a  bottomless  abyss,  to  rise  no  more.  The 
practicability  of  their  salvation  we  choose  to  prove  by  our  efforts 
to  save  them.  If  others  prefer  to  stand  still  and  do  nothing,  let 
them  at  least  throw  no  obstacles  in  the  way  of  those  who  are  trying 
to  rescue  the  miserable  beings  that  are  still  clinging  to  the  wreck. 
The  widow's  mite  is  worth  more  in  such  a  cause,  than  millions  of 
empty  words,  or  of  unsubstantiated  good  wishes." 

The  foundation  of  this  ardent  zeal  in  the  cause  of  Christ,  was  un- 
doubtedly laid  in  the  native  character  of  Mr.  Cornelius.  His  bi- 
ographer informs  us  that  when  the  place  of  his  collegiate  education 
was  about  to  be  selected,  his  father,  "  who  had  preferred  Columbia 
college,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  wisely  listened  to  the  suggestions 
of  a  mutual  friend,  who  thought  it  not  judicious  to  expose  a  young 
man  of  so  ardent  temperament  to  the  dangers  of  a  great  metropolis." 
But  Mr.  C.'s  natural  warmth,  and,  we  may  say,  impetuosity,  were 
purified  and  chastened  by  divine  grace.  The  love  of  Christ,  shed 
abroad  in  his  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  became  his  ruling  passion. 

The  following  extract  is  from  a  journal  of  a  tour  made  in  1828, 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  interests  of  the  A.  E.  S. — "I  de- 
sire to  be  brought,  entirely  and  forever,  under  the  influence  of 
supreme,  all-constraining,  never-ceasing,  never-languishing  love  to 
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Christ.  I  cannot  but  hope  that  it  is  a  growing  affection  in  my 
heart.  I  do  at  times  feel,  that  my  highest  motive  to  exertion 
is  derived  from  that  source.  Oh  that  all  I  have — all  I  am — 
all  I  can  be — may  be  for  that  dear  Redeemer,  and  sacred  through 
time  and  eternity  to  his  cause!  I  desire  no  more  for  myself — for 
my  wife — for  my  precious  little  ones — for  all  my  friends — for  the 
church — the  ministers  of  the  gospel — the  nation,  or  the  world,  than 
that  Christ  may  have  all,  be,  everywhere,  at  all  times,  on  earth  and 
in  heaven,  all,  and  in  all." 

We  have  spoken  of  Mr.  C.'s  enlightened  zeal.    To  this  union  of 
sound  sense,  with  almost  irrepressible  ardor,  we  would  ask  the  care- 
ful attention  of  all  who  may  read  the  Memoir.    We  need  not  say, 
it  is  a  combination  most  rare.    Nor  need  we  be  at  pains  to  show 
that  it  is  a  combination  peculiarly  desirable  in  these  days  of  strong 
excitement.    It  must  be  manifest  to  every  one  who  can  find  a  mo- 
ment to  glance  at  the  signs  of  the  times,  that  danger  threatens  the 
church,  even  from  the  quarter  where  she  anticipates  most  efficient 
support.    The  young  men  of  our  country  are  destined,  we  fully 
believe,  to  bear  forward  the  work  of  evangelizing  the  world,  with 
a  power  and  speed  never  paralleled.    But  young  men  sometimes 
mistake  presumption  and  obstinacy,  for  holy  trust,  and  Christian 
firmness,  and  are  too 'much  inclined  to  follow  the  promptings  of 
inexperienced  zeal,  rather  than  the  counsels  of  sage  reflection. 
And  in  seasons  of  general  excitement,  and  apparently  successful 
enterprise,  even  men  of  riper  age  are  in  danger  of  forgetting  the 
lessons  of  experience;  and  while  they  catch  the  prevalent  spirit  of 
the  times,  they  not  unfrequently,  in  adventurous  ardor,  at  least, 
"  renew  their  youth."    In  Mr.  C.  we  have  a  monitory  example  of 
docility  and  considerateness,  no  less  than  of  burning  zeal.  He 
was  always  solicitous  to  avail  himself  of  the  counsels  of  the  ex- 
perienced and  wise,  and  was  accustomed  to  sit  at  their  feet,  with 
the  teachableness  of  a  little  child.    He  was  wont,  more  especially, 
to  ask  direction  of  Him,  with  whom  are  "  the  treasures  of  wisdom 
and  knowledge."    He  opened  his  heart  to  the  teachings  of  the  Ho- 
ly Spirit.    "  The  man  of  his  counsel  "  was  "the  Word  of  God." 
He  gave  diligent  heed  to  the  intimations  of  Divine  Providence. 
The  deference  which  he  uniformly  paid  to  Divine  Providence,  even 
though  constrained  therein  to  force  the  natural  bent  of  his  inclinations, 
is  worthy  of  particular  notice.    So  prompt  was  he  to  heed  its  calls, 
so  cheerful  in  yielding  to  it  implicit  obedience,  and  so  intent  on 
"doing  with  his  might"  what  was  thus  "given  him  to  do,"  that  a 
stranger  might  have  supposed  he  was,  in  every  individual  case,  fol- 
lowing out  his  own  favorite  plan.    At  the  same  time,  so  "  wonder- 
ful in  working  "  is  the  providence  of  God,  he  was  permitted  to 
know,  and  often  to  foresee  that,  in  checking  the  first  promptings 
of  his  zeal,  he  was  more  assuredly  and  signally  accomplishing  the 
ultimate  object  at  which  he  aimed.     The  considerativeness  and 
wisdom  of  Mr.  C.  are  conspicuous  in  the  arrangements  which  he 
effected  on  accepting  a  pastoral  charge.    Whoever  shall  read  the 
Memoir  with  attention,  will  readily  perceive,  that  the  cause  of 
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Foreign  Missions  was  the  one  which,  in  subordination  to  his  love  for 
the  Saviour,  lay  nearest  to  his  heart.  In  one  of  his  earliest  letters 
to  Dr.  Worcester,  he  says,  "  If  there  be  any  institution  in  the 
world  which  I  love  most,  I  speak  the  sincere  sentiments  of  my 
heart,  it  is  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
Missions."  And  it  was  in  hope  of  advancing  the  great  interests 
for  which  that  Board  was  constituted,  that  he  was  induced  to  turn 
aside  from  an  object  which  he  had  more  immediately  contemplated, 
to  the  performance  of  pastoral  duties.  The  Secretary  of  the  A.  B. 
C.  F.  31.  was  thereby  enabled  to  devote  himself  more  exclusively 
to  the  concerns  of  the  missionary  cause.  At  the  same  time,  Mr. 
C.  secured  to  himself,  by  express  stipulation,  three  months  of  every 
year,  that  he  might  not  be  prevented  from  "rendering  that  ser- 
vice to  the  cause  of  public  charity  which  he  anticipated."  The 
same  regard  to  the  claims  of  Foreign  Missions  was  in  exercise, 
and  the  like  comprehensiveness  of  view  was  exhibited  in  his  accept- 
ance of  the  secretaryship  of  the  A.  E.  S.  Though  the  fact  is  not 
very  distinctly  given  in  the  Memoir,  we  can  nevertheless  state,  on 
good  authority,  that  the  reason  which  mainly  influenced  his  private 
decision,  at  that  time,  was  the  relation  which  the  A.  E.  S.  sustains 
to  Foreign  Missions.  Another  instance  of  the  considerativeness 
and  deliberation  with  which  Mr.  C.  concerted  his  plans,  and  of  his 
solicitude  to  be  guided  by  the  wisdom  that  is  from  above,  is  the 
manner  in  which  he  met  the  appointment  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M. 
He  did  not  hastily  give  way  to  what  we  may  well  suppose  were 
the  strong  predilections  of  his  heart.  "  His  course  was  strictly  in 
accordance  with  those  elevated  principles  which  had  long  governed 
him.  He  wrote  to  a  friend,  some  weeks  after  the  election,  '  Hith- 
erto I  have  felt  more  like  praying,  than  either  writing  or  conversing. 
The  most  I  can  or  dare  say,  at  present,  is,  that  with  my  eyes  turn- 
ed to  heaven,  and  death  and  the  judgment  before  me,  I  am  trying 
to  ask,  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  dor'  "  It  were  easy  to 
multiply  illustrations  of  zeal,  happily  blended  with  wisdom,  in  the 
life  of  Mr.  C.  They  may  be  found  on  almost  every  page  of  the 
Memoir.  We  have  introduced  the  above,  chiefly  for  the  important 
bearing  they  had  upon  his  whole  public  career.  The  limits  assign- 
ed to  this  article,  preclude  any  further  specification.  The  view  we 
have  given  of  what,  we  think,  may  be  regarded  as  the  most  promi- 
nent feature  iu  the  character  of  Mr.  Cornelius,  and  which  we  have 
ventured  to  denominate  enlightened  Christian  zeal,  would  be  essen- 
tially defective,  and,  to  some  pxtent,  perhaps,  of  injurious  tenden- 
cy, if  we  failed  to  mention  his  deep  sense  of  dependence  on  God, 
and  his  simple,  child-like  reliance  on  Him  for  success,  even  in  his 
best-planned  measures.  This  trait  in  his  character  is  more  or  less 
developed  in  his  letters,  private  and  official.  His  ministrations,  as 
a  preacher  of  the  gospel,  seem  to  have  been  conducted  in  the  same 
spirit.  Witness  the  extracts  in  the  Memoir,;from  sermons  on  "  He 
giveth  no  account  of  any  of  his  matters,"  and  "Quench  not  the 
Spirit."  It  was  in  strict  harmony  with  the  views  there  presented, 
that  he  remarked,  in  conversation  with  a  friend,  while  the  question 
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of  his  accepting  the  Secretaryship  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  was  still 
pending,  "  that  it  was  a  grief  to  him  that  there  was  so  much  urgen- 
cy on  the  one  side  and  on  the  other,  as  though  a  great  deal  depend- 
ed on  human  aid.  He  said  it  appeared  very  likely  to  him,  that  God 
would  show  the  churches  that  such  trust  was  vain;  and  that,  ere 
long,  He  would  remove  him  by  death,  and  thus  they  would  see  in 
whose  arm  their  strength  lies."  To  this  habitual  trust  in  God,  we 
are  disposed  to  ascribe,  in  part,  "the  air  of  cheerfulness  and  hope 
which  Mr.  C.  threw  around  him. ...It  was  delightful  to  witness  the 
glow  of  hope  which  animated  his  countenance,  when  commencing 
a  great  undertaking.  It  was  the  almost  unfailing  signal  and^recur- 
sor  of  success."  Of  this  success,  it  remains  for  us  to  speak, 
if  we  would  complete  our  intended  illustration  of  the  statement  we 
have  made.  But  it  is  not  necessary  that  we  dwell  on  this  point. 
We  will  merely  say,  that  through  the  public  course  of  Mr.  C,  we 
have  a  striking  verification  of  His  faithfulness,  who  hath  said, 
"  Them  that  honor  me,  I  will  honor." 

We  might  here  bring  our  remarks  to  a  close,  which  have  already 
been  protracted  beyond  our  original  design;  but  our  desire  to  be 
impartial,  and  a  hope  that  we  may  also  benefit  a  portion,  at  least, 
of  that  class  of  the  community,  whom,  we  acknowledge,  we  have 
specially  had  in  view,  in  preparing  this  article,  induce  us  to  point 
out  one  or  two  respects,  in  which  we  think  the  course  pursued  by 
Mr.  Cornelius  is  to  be  avoided. 

The  first  instance  which  we  have  noted,  is,  his  prosecution  of 
the  study  of  theology,  under  the  direction  of  private  teachers,  though 
of  great  celebrity;  the  interest  which  he  felt  during  his  course  of 
theological  study  in  public  religious  concerns;  and  his  consequent 
failure,  as  we  must  deem  it,  to  qualify  himself  in  the  highest  possi- 
ble degree,  for  the  arduous  work  of  the  Christian  ministry.  There 
may  have  existed  circumstances,  for  aught  we  know,  that  fully 
warranted  the  interest  that  Mr.  C.  cherished  in  public  objects, 
while  he  was  engaged  in  his  preparatory  studies,  and  justified  his 
readiness  to  forego  the  advantages  of  so  thorough  discipline  of  his 
intellectual  powers,  as  can  best  be  secured  in  a  theological  semina- 
ry. And  we  do,  by  no  means,  intend  to  bring  a  heavy  charge 
against  the  well-ordered  structure  of  his  mind,  remembering,  that, 
at  this  time,  he  was  less  than  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  that  the 
interest  then  springing  up  in  regard  to  missions,  might  have  borne 
away,  in  its  current,  many  a  heart  of  more  matured  principles,  and 
firmer  constancy.  All  that  we  have  to  say,  is,  that  whatever  were 
the  circumstances  of  the  times,  and  however  full  our  admission  that 
it  would  have  been  "passing  strange,"  if  a  youth  of  twenty-one 
had  not,  in  some  degree,  yielded  to  their  pressure, — the  course  of 
Mr.  C,  in  this  particular,  is  not  to  be  imitated.  We  deeply  regret, 
so  far  as  we  may  regret,  what  the  providence  of  God  has  settled, 
that  he  was  prevented  "by  ill  health  and  other  circumstances," 
from  fulfilling  what  "had  been,  at  one  time,  his  fixed  determina- 
tion, to  join  either  the  Andover  or. Princeton  theological  seminary, 
and  pursue  a  regular  three  years'  course  of  ministerial  education." 
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We  have  not  a'doubt,  that,  in  after  life,  he  himself  regretted  it. 
His  biographer  alludes  to  the  importance  of  "  a  somewhat  different 
and  a  more  exact  theological  discipline,"  and  remarks  that  Mr.  C, 
"in  subsequent  life,  regarded  the  subject  in  the  light  which  he  had 
presented  it."  We  speak  the  more  distinctly  and  decidedly  on  this 
point,  because  we  regard  it  as  one  of  the  greatest  moment,  and  be- 
cause, also,  it  is  one  peculiarly  liable  to  neglect  or  misapprehen- 
sion, in  times,  especially,  when  men  and  things,  events  and  signs, 
all  call  aloud  for  action;  and  when,  too,  the  very  vehemence  and 
efficiency  of  action,  give  the  more  occasion  for  "  sound  knowledge 
and  discretion."  We  will  now  dismiss  the  topic  with  one  sugges- 
tion, that,  if  any  who  see  this  article,  doubt  the  correctness  of  the 
remarks  we  have  just  made,  they  will  do  well  to  read  the  letters 
which  Mr.  C.  addressed  to  those  who  were  aided  by  the  A.  E.  S., 
in  which  he  enforces  the  indispensableness  of  high  intellectual  at- 
tainments, as  second  only  to  fervent  piety;  and  speaks  emphatically 
of  the  value  of  well-organized  institutions  of  learning.  "  But  Cae- 
sar aut  nihil,"  he  exclaims,  "  is  the  true  motto  for  New  England; 
at  least,  at  such  a  time  as  this,  so  far  as  her  literary  and  theological 
institutions  are  concerned." 

And  here  it  would  be  proper,  were  we  inclined  to  express  our 
views  of  Mr.  C.'s  native  strength  of  intellect.  We  prefer,  how- 
ever, that  such  readers  of  the  Memoir,  as  love  to  analyze  intel- 
lectual character,  should  judge  for  themselves,  from  the  simple 
narrative  there  presented;  merely  suggesting  that,  if,  in  the 
present  case,  they  would  form  a  correct  estimate,  they  will 
do  well  to  take  into  consideration  the  circumstances  of  Mr.  C.'s 
life,  and  the  variety  in  the  developements  of  intellectual  power; 
and  also  to  bear  in  mind,  that  Mr.  C.  finished  his  course  on  earth, 
at  a  time  of  life  when  most  men  enter  on  theirs.  But  we  are  "  not 
careful  in  this  matter."  It  is  sufficient  for  our  object,  that,  what- 
ever was  Mr.  C.'s  strength  of  intellect,  it  was  honestly  and  judi- 
ciously exerted,  according  to  the  good  pleasure  of  his  Lord.  In  this 
respect,  he  is  presented  as  a  model  to  young  men;  and  for  this 
reason,  mainly,  we  wish  a  copy  of  the  Memoir  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
every  young  man  in  the  country.  We  are  glad  to  learn  that  the 
A.  E.  S.  has  resolved  to  present  one  to  each  of  its  thousand  bene- 
ficiaries. Every  Education  Society,  that  can,  should  imitate  the 
example.  We  would  send  it  abroad  over  the  land,  accompanied 
with  a  single  caution.  To  those  who  would  be  in  danger  of  emu- 
lating the  power  and  success  of  Mr.  Cornelius,  rather  than  his 
spirit,  we  would  say,  "  Wisdom  and  might  are  from  the  Lord;  and 
He  giveth  to  whom  He  will." 

We  have  spoken  of  one  instance,  in  which  the  course  pursued  by 
Mr.  C.  was  disadvantageous,  and  cannot,  as  we  think,  be  wisely  fol- 
lowed. There  is  one  other,  to  which  our  mind  has  often  reverted 
with  pain,  since  our  esteemed  brother  was  removed  from  us,  but 
which  we  could  not  bring  ourselves  to  mention  here,  were  it  not 
for  the  lesson  it  teaches  so  impressively,  of  human  weakness,  and 
the  fatal  consequences  of  attempting  to  pass  the  bounds  which  God 
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has  affixed  to  man's  ability.  This  lesson  should  be  distinctively 
noted,  and  often  and  deliberately  recalled.  The  conviction  should 
be  deep  and  abiding  in  every  mind,  not  only  that  God  can  dispense 
with  the  labors  on  earth  of  his  most  devoted  servants,  but, 
that  he  has  also  assigned  to  human  strength  its  unalterable  limits. 
In  the  labors,  both  public  and  retired,  which  Mr.  C.  performed, 
during  the  few  last  weeks  of  his  life,  and  in  which  he  toiled  with 
an  almost  supernatural  energy,  it  would  seem,  that,  for  a  season, 
he  had  put  away  from  himself  the  consciousness  of  human  infirmi- 
ty, and  of  his  liability  to  the  accidents  of  our  impaired  nature. 
We  speak  of  it,  however,  more  in  grief  than  in  wonder.  Mr.  Cor- 
nelius saw  and  felt  more  distinctly  than  most  men,  the  worth  of 
the  immortal  soul,  "  the  unutterable  greatness  of  the  ruin  "  that 
awaits  it,  and  "  how  this  ruin,  vast  as  it  is,  is  extended  and  multi- 
plied in  regard  to  the  heathen,  almost  beyond  calculation."  He 
could  say,  in  the  language  and  spirit  of  the  prophet,  "  Oh  that  j^my 
head  were  waters,  and  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears,  that  I  might 
weep  day  and  night  for  the  slain  of  the  daughter  of  my  people." 

But  while  we  thus  speak,  we  would  not  forget  the  all-pervading 
agency  of  God,  nor  the  unerring  wisdom  and  boundless  love  by 
which  that  agency  is  ever  regulated.  It  is  He  who  raiseth  up, 
and  who  casteth  down,  who  giveth,  and  who  taketh  away.  It  is  He 
who  hath  removed  our  friend  from  us.  We  will  not  murmur.  We 
will  not  distrust.  We  would  rather  "  adore  the  profound  mystery 
of  God's  providence,  in  removing  him  in  the  meridian  of  his  days, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  bless  the  great  Head  of  the  church,  for 
giving  such  a  leader." 


THE  MISSION  TO  FRANCE. 

The  importance  of  aiding  in  the  diffusion  of  evangelical  Chris- 
tianity in  France,  has  been,  for  some  time,  and  very  deeply,  felt 
by  benevolent  persons  who  have  been  acquainted  with  the  religious 
state  of  the  nation.  That  American  Baptists  have  participated,  to 
a  considerable  extent,  in  this  feeling,  is  manifest  from  the  measures 
which  they  have  adopted  in  reference  to  this  country.  In  October, 
1832,  Professor  Chase,  of  the  Newton  Theological  Institution,  in 
company  with  J.  C.  Rostan,  embarked  at  New  York,  for  Havre,  with 
the  view  of  ascertaining  more  particularly  the  religious  condition  and 
wants  of  the  French  people,  and  of  reporting  the  same  to  the  Bap- 
tist Board.  That  report,  containing  a  very  interesting  and  per- 
spicuous view  of  the  matters  of  which  it  treats,  has  been,  for  some 
months,  before  the  public.  It  has,  doubtless,  before  this,  been  ex- 
tensively read,  and  has  excited,  we  hope,  a  deeper  and  more  gen- 
eral impression  of  the  great  importance  of  sustaining  the  mission 
which  has  been  already  commenced.  Mr.  Rostan,  as  is  well 
known,  remained  in  Paris  as  a  missionary;  and,  from  the  commu- 
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mcations  which  were,  from  time  to  time  transmitted  by  him  to  the 
Board,  and  which  were  published  in  the  Magazine,  high  hopes  were 
entertained,  that  the  Lord  would  make  him  the  instrument  of  sig- 
nal blessings  to  his  countrymen.  His  known  qualifications  for  the 
service  in  which  he  was  engaged,  his  experience,  his  ample  learn- 
ing, his  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  French  character  and  hab- 
its, his  perseverance  and  indefatigable  industry,  and,  above  all,  his 
fervent  piety,  and  intense  solicitude  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  his 
nation,  were  well  fitted  to  encourage  the  fond  expectations  of  all 
whose  prayers  were  offered  for  his  success. 

To  such  persons,  the  recent  intelligence  of  his  sudden  death  must  be 
peculiarly  afflictive.*  It  is,  however,  most  sincerely  hoped,  that  this 
dispensation  of  a  holy  and  omniscient  Providence  will  not  be  suffered 
to  fill  with  despondency  the  hearts  of  any  who  have  felt  an  interest 
in  this  mission.  The  evangelizing  of  France  should  not,  for  a 
moment,  be  thought  to  be  identified  with  the  life  and  labors  of  any 
individual,  however  valuable.  The  resources  of  God  are  unlimited. 
He  can,  and,  we  firmly  believe,  will  raise  up  others  to  fill  the  place, 
from  which  this  devoted  servant  of  his  has  been  removed.  Nor  can 
we  doubt  that  this  event,  so  sad  in  itself,  will  stimulate  many  to  in- 
creased zeal,  and  prayerfulness,  and  liberality,  in  aid  of  the  enter- 
prize  to  spread  the  gospel  in  this  country. 

We  wish,  once  more,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  readers  of  the 
Magazine  to  the  claims  of  the  mission  which  the  Baptists  have  un- 
dertaken in  this  nation.  In  our  judgment,  there  is  scarcely,  in  the 
whole  world,  a  more  inviting  field  of  missionary  labor,  at  the  present 
time,  than  France. 

The  very  mention  of  the  country,  is,  to  one  who  is  familiar  with 
its  history,  associated  with  the  recollection  of  some  of  the  most  in- 
teresting events  which  are  related  in  the  annals  of  modern  states. 
From  the  days  of  Charlemagne,  the  contemporary  of  the  English 
Alfred,  the  story  of  its  destinies  is  interwoven  with  that  of  the  for- 
tunes of  all  Europe.  At  the  era  of  the  Reformation,  when  the 
Protestant  doctrines  were  taught  with  so  much  ability  and  success 
in  the  various  states  of  Germany,  whence  they  gradually  insinuated 
themselves  into  several  of  the  other  European  nations,  France  re- 
mained steadfast  in  her  attachment  to  the  ancient  Catholic  faith. 
Many  of  her  citizens  had,  indeed,  for  a  long  time  previous,  cher- 
ished, and  still  preserved  among  them,  the  simple  doctrines  and 
worship  of  the  primitive  church.  But  they  were  the  victims  of  the 
unrelenting  jealousy  and  persecution  of  the  government.  The 
light  of  the  Reformation,  thus  violently  intercepted  in  its  early  dawn, 
withheld  its  rising  effulgence,  and  imparted  to  the  French  people 
but  few  of  those  beams  which  it  shed  so  abundantly  on  some  of  the 
neighboring  nations.  The  Papal  superstition, and  its  usual  attendant, 
arbitrary  government,  still  maintained  their  ascendency  in  the  nation. 

The  infidel  philosophers,  who  appeared  in  France  during  the  mid- 
dle and  latter  part  of  the  last  century,  by  exposing  these  abuses  in 
the  church  and  in  the  state,  sowed  the  seeds  of  insurrection  among 

*  The  particulars  will  be  found  in  our  Missionary  Register. 
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their  countrymen,  and  prepared  them  for  the  sanguinary  scenes 
which  soon  followed.  The  horrors  of  the  revolution,  that  frightful 
explosion  of  all  the  social  elements  of  the  nation,  need  not  be  re- 
lated. After  a  series  of  political  changes,  and  many  years  of  war 
and  bloodshed,  in  which  the  ungoverned  passion  for  liberty  destroy- 
ed itself,  by  its  very  excesses,  the  nation  once  more  reposed  itself 
in  the  quiet  lap  of  despotism.  The  improvements  in  the  social  con- 
dition of  the  people,  which  resulted  from  these  movements,  it  is  not 
to  our  purpose  particularly  to  relate.  It  is  sufficient  to  say,  that 
the  influence  of  the  Catholic  clergy,  though  still  considerable,  was 
much  diminished;  and  the  law  of  primogeniture,  or  the  hered- 
itary transmission  of  the  great  landed  estates  to  the  oldest  son,  was 
abolished.  Still  more  favorable  consequences  might  be  regarded 
as  having  followed  the  late  overthrow  of  the  Bourbon  dynasty,  did 
not  the  unsettled  state  of  the  nation  excite  some  doubt  respecting 
the  permanence  of  the  present  government. 

This  brief  sketch  of  the  scenes  which  have  been  witnessed  in 
France,  has  been  given,  as  affording  striking  evidence  of  the  im- 
portant truth,  that  the  sufferings  of  this  nation,  are  to  be  ascribed 
principally  to  the  exclusion  of  the  light  of  the  Reformation;  and  that 
the  only  corrective  of  the  evils  which  she  now  experiences ,  and  the  only 
preventive  of  the  evils  which  threaten  her,  is  the  Gospel,  diffused  in  its 
simplicity  and  purity,  and  deeply  imbuing  all  the  millions  of  her  pop- 
ulation. The  history  of  France  teaches  this  lesson  with  as  much 
plainness,  as  if  the  communication  of  this  instruction  had  been  the 
only  design  of  the  Almighty,  in  leading  her  through  so  many  vicis- 
situdes. 

There  is  much  in  the  present  condition  of  France,  to  encourage 
us  in  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  an  undertaking  to  impart  to  her  a 
knowledge  of  genuine  Christianity. 

The  popular  form  which  the  government  of  the  country  has  taken, 
is  favorable  to  such  an  effort.  The  power  of  the  king  is  limited  by 
the  charter.  The  people  elect  their  own  representatives;  and  to 
the  chambers,  the  great  deliberative  assembly  of  the  nation  thus  ap- 
pointed, are  confided  the  most  important  operations  of  the  govern- 
ment. This  participation  of  the  people  in  the  affairs  of  the  nation 
is  fitted  to  awaken  a  spirit  of  inquiry,  which  must,  inevitably  spread 
knowledge  among  them.  But,  whatever  tends  to  quicken  the  intel- 
lectual energies,  and  improve  the  social  condition  of  the  inhabitants, 
must  be  friendly  to  efforts  to  diffuse  the  Gospel  among  them.  The 
current  of  thought,  once  put  in  motion  by  political  changes,  may  be 
turned,  there  is  reason  to  hope,  into  the  channel  of  religious  con- 
templation. 

The  absence  of  former  restraints  on  the  press,  is  also  favorable 
to  an  attempt  to  promote  pure  Christianity  in  this  nation.  The  free 
circulation  of  intelligence  through  this  grand  vehicle  of  public  in- 
struction, has  been,  heretofore,  effectually  hindered,  by  an  oppres- 
sive and  jealous  censorship.  But  this  species  of  inquisitorial 
police,  a  sort  of  legalized  conspiracy  against  knowledge,  is  now 
abolished.    The  mind  of  France  is  accessible  to  whatever  instruc- 
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lion  the  press  is  able  to  convey.  Though,  in  the  present  inflamma- 
ble state  of  the  popular  passions,  we  may  expect  that  many  who 
will  wield  this  instrument,  will  prostitute  it  to  unworthy  purposes, — 
yet  it  is  capable  of  being  employed  for  the  noblest  ends;  and  were 
it  under  the  control  of  wisdom  and  virtue,  it  might  be  made  an  effi- 
cient ally  of  religion  and  of  social  order. 

The  government  affords  equal  protection  to  all  persons,  of  what- 
ever religious  belief.  The  papists,  like  the  protestants,  have  no 
other  means  than  those  of  argument  and  persuasion  for  the  defence 
and  extension  of  their  doctrines.  The  present  is,  therefore,  in  this 
respect,  a  peculiarly  favorable  time  to  attempt  the  diffusion  of  pure 
evangelical  principles  in  France.  All  questions  respecting  religion 
may  be  discussed  and  decided  on  their  own  merits. 

In  addition  to  this,  we  may  mention,  as  a  ground  of  encourage- 
ment, the  well-known  fact,  that  the  Catholic  religion  has  already 
lost  its  hold  of  many  of  the  inhabitants,  particularly  among  the  more 
cultivated  and  reflective  class.  The  long  disputes,  which  formerly 
existed  between  the  two  rival  orders  of  the  Papal  church,  the  Jan- 
senists  and  the  Jesuits,  have  contributed,  with  other  causes,  to  this 
result.  Pascal's  Provincial  Letters,  that  able  dissection  of  the  Jes- 
uitical morality,  with  all  its  complicated  shifts  and  artifices,  have 
been  widely  read  in  France,  and  are,  even  now,  industriously  cir- 
culated by  the  enemies  of  the  Jesuits.  Much  of  the  infidelity,  both 
of  the  present  and  of  former  times,  may  be  justly  regarded  as  only 
the  natural  reaction  of  cultivated  minds,  recoiling  with  disgust  from 
the  superstitious  dogmas  of  popery.  As  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  the  simple  and  sublime  doctrines  of  Christianity,  occupying,  as 
they  do,  a  kind  of  middle  ground  between  papistical  superstition 
and  skeptical  unbelief,  would,  had  they  been  advantageously  ex- 
hibited, have  prevented  a  considerable  portion  of  the  French  infi- 
delity; so  we  may  suppose  that  these  doctrines,  if  they  were  now 
taught  in  the  nation,  would  attract  to  themselves  many  who  may 
be  dissatisfied  with  the  Catholic  tenets,  and,  perhaps,  reclaim  some 
from  the  ranks  of  infidels. 

These  are  some  of  the  circumstances,  in  the  present  state  of 
France,  which  may  be  deemed  favorable  to  an  effort  to  impart  to 
her  a  knowledge  of  genuine  Christianity.  When  the  grounds  of 
encouragement  are  so  many,  all  that  can  be  said  about  the  existing 
infidelity,  about  the  immense  pecuniary  resources,  the  great  influ- 
ence, the  artful  policy,  and  the  indefatigable  zeal  of  the  Catholic 
clergy,  and  about  the  restlessness  and  insubordination  of  the  peo- 
ple, instead  of  neutralizing,  should  strengthen  the  motives  to  engage 
in  this  benevolent  undertaking.  These  are  the  appropriate  objects 
on  which  Christian  compassion  terminates;  the  removal  of  these 
elements  of  disorder,  is,  if  we  may  so  say,  the  final  cause  of  this  ten- 
dency of  renovated  nature. 

There  are  some  special  reasons  why  American  Christians,  and, 
particularly,  American  Baptists,  should  lend  their  aid  to  this  enter- 
prize.    We  will  advert  very  briefly  to  a  few  of  them: — 

As  friends  to  civil  and  religious  liberty,  we  must  ever  cherish 


3  48  The  Mission  to  France. 

a  grateful  remembrance  of  the  important  aid  which  France  render- 
ed our  country  in  the  crisis  of  our  revolutionary  struggle.  '  But  the 
same  superintending  Providence,  which  ordained  that  we  should  be 
indebted,  in  part,  to  this  nation,  for  our  national  freedom  and  its 
consequent  blessings,  is  now  putting  it  in  our  power  to  render 
essential  service  to  our  revolutionary  ally.  '  The  aid  which  she  af- 
forded us  by  her  arms,  we  may  repay,  by  imparting  to  her  the 
peaceful  blessings  of  Christianity.  The  sustaining  of  an  evangeli- 
cal mission  in  France,  will  violate  no  neutralities.  It  will  cause  no 
effusion  of  human  blood.  It  will  be  doing  the  greatest  possible  amount 
of  good,  without  the  slightest  necessary  accompaniment  of  evil. 

Nothing  but  the  gospel  can  give  quiet  and  stability  to  the  politi- 
cal institutions  of  France.  The  present  form  of  government  re- 
quires, for  its  permanence,  the  existence  of  intelligence  and  sound 
moral  principle  in  the  nation.  Knowledge  alone  is  not  sufficient: 
the  duty  of  civil  subordination  must  also  be  felt.  Without  this, 
the  nation  is  liable  to  continue  another  half  century,  oscillating  be- 
tween the  extremes  of  anarchy  and  despotism,  with  scarcely  a  year's 
interval  of  wise  and  tranquil  government.  But  it  is  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  Gospel  alone,  to  establish,  on  right  principles,  those 
sentiments  of  order  and  obedience,  in  the  abuse  of  which,  constitu- 
tional governments  have  no  safeguard.  Christianity,  while  it  is 
the  best  civilizer,  inculcates  and  enforces  the  duty  of  civil  submis- 
sion. It  is  the  great  calmer  and  purifier  of  those  turbulent  pas- 
sions, to  which  aspiring  demagogues  appeal.  American  Christians, 
who  can  appreciate  the  blessings  of  good  government,  should  then 
be  eager  to  aid  in  spreading  the  Gospel  in  France. 

The  French  are  remarkably  well  disposed  towards  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  A  mission  from  this  country  would  be  welcomed 
with  joy  by  many.  The  Baptists  of  America  have  some  advan- 
tages over  the  other  Christian  denominations,  for  the  successful 
prosecution  of  this  undertaking.  Their  views  of  church  govern- 
ment we  must  regard  as  peculiarly  well  adapted  to  gain  the  favor  of 
a  large  portion  of  the  French  people.  The  Baptists,  too,  are  more 
thorough  and  consistent  than  others  in  their  Protestantism.  Other 
Protestants,  however  evangelical  they  may  be  in  some  respects, 
labor  under  a  serious  embarrassment.  In  the  sight  of  the  whole 
Papal  community,  they  have  long  stood  convicted  of  inconsistency, 
plain  and  palpable,  in  respect  to  sprinkling  infants  according  to  the 
tradition  of  the  church,  instead  of  baptizing  believers  according  to 
the  Scriptures. 

The  preceding  are,  however,  but  subordinate  motives  to  engage 
in  the  work  of  evangelizing  France.  The  grand  impulsive  consid- 
eration is  a  calm,  Christian  view  of  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  peo- 
ple. They  are  moral,  responsible,  and  immortal  beings.  The 
Gospel  only  can  save  them.  Let  American  Baptists  do  what  they 
can  to  send  it  among  them.  In  reference,  both  to  themselves  and 
others  engaged  in  evangelical  missions,  let  them  offer  the  prayer, 
"  God  be  merciful  unto  us,  and  bless  us,  and  cause  his  face  to  shine 
upon  us ;  that  thy  way  may  be  known  upon  earth,  thy  saving  health 
among  all  nations."  d.  n.  s. 
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Although  we  were  looking  no  further  than  to  the  personal  wel- 
fare of  individuals,  it  would  always  seem  in  the  highest  degree  de- 
sirable that  whoever  believes  the  Gospel  should  cast  off  infirmities 
of  judgment — preposterous  suppositions — idle  and  debilitating  fears, 
and  especially  should  come  free  from  the  taint  of  malign  senti- 
ments. But,  after  we  have  so  thought  of  the  individual,  must  we 
not  give  a  renewed  attention  to  the  influence  he  may  exert  over 
others?  No  one  liveth  to  himself."  An'efficacy,  vital  or  mortal, 
emanates  from  the  person  of  every  professor  of  the  Gospel.  Every 
man  calling  himself  (in  a  special  sense)  a  Christian,  either  saves 
or  destroys  those  around  him. — Such  is  the  rule  of  the  dispensation 
under  which  we  have  to  act.  It  pleases  not  the  Divine  Power 
(very  rare  cases  excepted)  to  operate  independently  of  that  living  and 
rational  agency  to  which  even  the  scheme  of  human  redemption  was 
made  to  conform  itself.  The  Saviour  of  men  "  became  flesh,  and 
dwelt  among  us,"  because  no  violence  could  be  done,  even  on  the 
most  urgent  and  singular  of  all  occasions,  to  the  established  princi- 
ples of  the  moral  system.  The  harmony  of  the  intellectual  world, 
in  the  constitution  of  which  the  Divine  Wisdom  is  so  signally  dis- 
played, must  not  be  disturbed,  notwithstanding  that  the  Eternal 
Majesty  himself  was  coming  to  the  rescue  of  the  lost;  and  in  this 
illustrious  instance  we  have  a  proof,  applicable  to  every  imaginable 
case,  and  always  sufficient  to  convince  us — that  the  saving  mercy 
of  God  to  man  moves  only  along  the  line  of  rational  and  moral 
agency; — that  if  a  sinner  is  to  be  "converted  from  the  error  of  his 
way,"  it  must  be  by  the  word  or  personal  influence  of  one  like  him- 
self. Was  it  not  (other  purposes  being  granted)  to  give  sanction 
to  this  very  mode  of  procedure,  that  He  who  "  was  rich  "  in  the 
fulness  of  divine  perfections,  "became  poor,"  that  we.  through 
the  poverty  of  his  human  nature,  "  might  be  made  rich?  Vain 
supposition,  then,  that  God,  who  would  not  at  first  save  the 
world  at  the  cost,  or  to  the  damage  of  the  settled  maxims  of 
his  government  shall  in  after  instances  waive  them;  or  put  contempt 
in  private  cases,  upon  that  to  which  he  attributed  the  highest  impor- 
tance on  the  most  notable  of  all  occasions? 

Christianity,  such  as  it  actually  exists  in  the  bosoms  of  those 
who  entertain  it,  is  the  Instrument  of  God's  mercy  to  the  world; — 
and  the  Effect  in  every  age  will  be  as  in  the  Instrument.  In  these 
times  we  have  not  quite  lost  sight  of  this  great  principle;  much  less 
do  we  deny  it;  and  yet  every  day  we  give  more  attention  to  other 
truths  than  to  this.  We  honor  the  capital  doctrine  of  the  agency 
of  the  Spirit  of  Grace,  in  the  conversion  of  men;  and  then  we  turn 
to  proximate  and  visible  means,  and  pay  due  regard  to  all  the  or- 
dinary instruments  of  instruction.  And  thus,  having  rendered 
homage  in  just  proportion,  to  the  Divine  Power  and  sovereignty 
on  the  one  hand,  and  to  human  industry  on  the  other,  we  think  too 
little  of  that  Middle  Truth,  which,  nevertheless,  to  ourselves  is  the 
most  significant  of  the  three,  namely, — That  the  moral  and  intelli- 
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gent  instrumentality  from  the  which  the  Sovereign  Grace  refuses 
to  sever  itself,  is  nothing  else  than  the  vital  force  which  animates 
each  single  believer. 

Does  not  the  Omnipresent  Spirit,  rich  in  power  to  renovate  human 
hearts,  even  now  brood  over  the  populous  plains  and  crowded  cities 
of  India  and  of  China,  as  well  as  over  the  cities  and  plains  of  Eng- 
land? Is  not  God — even  our  God,  locally  present  among  the  dense 
myriads  that  tread  the  precincts  of  idol  worship?  Is  He  not  ever, 
and  in  all  places  at  hand,  and  able  also  to  save?  Yes;  but,  alas!  the 
moral  and  rational  instrumentality  is  not  present  in  those  dark 
places;  and  the  immutable  law  of  the  spiritual  world  forbids  that, 
apart  from  this  system  of  means,  the  souls  of  men  should  be  rescued. 

[Extract  from  the  new  work  on  "Fanaticism."] 


PRAYER  FOR  OUR  RULERS. 

Mr.  Editor: 

Allow  me,  through  the  Magazine,  to  call  the  attention  of  Christ- 
ians, and  particularly  of  ministers,  to  the  duty  of  praying  for  our 
legislators  and  magistrates.  Prayer  for  this  class  of  men,  is,  I  be- 
lieve, seldom  offered  in  secret  and  family  devotions,  and  in  the 
pulpit  it  is  less  frequent,  particular  and  emphatic  than  it  should  be. 
We  hear  many  public  prayers,  in  which,  while  the  heathen  and 
many  other  persons  are  mentioned,  no  grace  and  wisdom  are  im- 
plored for  those  men  in  whose  control  our  dearest  earthly  blessings 
are  placed;  who  are  burdened  with  the  cares,  and  beset  by  the  tempt- 
ations of  power;  and  who  consequently  need,  more  than  the  private 
individual,  the  guidance  and  illumination  of  the  Father  of  Lights. 

All  Christians  will  of  course  admit  that  it  is  a  duty  to  pray  for 
our  rulers.  The  principle  contained  in  Paul's  direction  to  Timo- 
thy is  of  universal  and  perpetual  force.  "  I  exhort,  therefore,  that 
first  of  all,  supplications,  prayers,  intercessions,  and  giving  of 
thanks,  be  made  for  all  men;  for  kings,  and  for  all  that  are  in  au- 
thority, that  we  may  lead  a  quiet  and  peaceable  life,  in  all  godli- 
ness and  honesty."  1  Tim.  2:  1,2.  The  duty  is  perhaps  stronger 
in  our  country,  than  in  any  other;  because  our  rulers  are  invested 
with  power  by  our  own  choice;  they  act  as  our  agents,  and  have  a 
claim  on  us  for  all  the  aid  which  we  can  give  them.  We  have,  too, 
a  deeper  interest  in  the  success  of  our  government.  Its  strength 
is  moral  power.  It  needs,  therefore,  more  than  any  other,  the  di- 
rect superintendence  and  blessing  of  God. 

If  we  consider  the  duties,  the  perplexities,  the  dangers,  and  the 
responsibilities  of  rulers,  as  well  as  the  connection  between  their 
conduct,  and  the  weal  and  wo  of  millions,  we  must  feel  the  force  of 
Barrow's  language:  "  If  we  love  them,  if  we  love  our  country,  if 
we  love  ourselves,  if  we  tender  the  interest  of  truth,  of  piety,  and 
of  common  good,  we,  considering  their  case,  and  manifold  need  of 
prayers,  will  not  fail  earnestly  to  sue  for  them;  that  God  would 
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afford  needful  assistance  to  them  in  the  administration  of  their  high 
office,  in  the  improvement  of  their  great  talents,  in  the  conduct  and 
management  of  their  arduous  affairs;  that  he  graciously  would  di- 
rect them  in  their  perplexed  counsels,  would  back  them  in  their 
difficult  undertakings,  would  protect  their  persons  from  dangers, 
would  keep  their  hearts  from  the  prevalency  of  temptations,  would 
pardon  their  failings  and  trespasses." — Barrow,  sermon  10. 

Every  good  citizen  must  regard  the  present  as  a  most  critical 
period  in  our  history.  Never  did  the  destinies  of  the  nation  seem 
to  depend  so  entirely  on  the  measures  which  the  National  Legisla- 
ture, and  the  Administration  may  adopt.  Alarm,  distrust,  and  ran- 
corous passion,  exist  on  all  sides.  All  parties  partake  of  the  com- 
mon excitement.  How  needful,  then,  that  we  should  look  up  to 
Him  who  can  control  all  hearts,  for  His  special  help  at  this  crisis! 
How  easily  can  He  allay  the  passions  of  men,  shed  light  on  their 
minds,  and  bring  back  the  serene  tranquillity  and  happiness  which 
lately  overspread  our  land!  Or,  how  soon,  if  he,  in  anger,  should 
withdraw  from  us,  would  the  strong  bonds  of  our  glorious  Union  be 
sundered,  and  the  sun  look  down  upon  a  scene  of  bloodshed  and 
misery,  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  mankind! 

Let,  then,  all  Christians  offer  earnest  prayers  to  God,  that  He 
who  has  so  wondrously  protected  the  nation,  will  not  forsake  it  now. 
Let  us  approach  the  God  of  our  fathers,  and  beseech  Him  to  stretch 
out  His  arm  for  our  deliverance.  Let  us  come,  not  as  partisans — 
not  as  politicians — but  as  Christians,  as  lovers  of  our  country,  as 
friends  of  the  human  race.  Let  us  pray  in  faith,  and  ;'  God,  even 
our  own  God,  will  bless  us." 

As  an  encouragement  to  Christians,  I  will  mention  a  cheering 
fact,  contained  in  a  letter  from  a  friend  at  Washington.  He  says: 
"  You  will  be  glad  to  know,  that  there  are  at  present  upwards  of 
twenty  professing  Christians  in  Congress,  who  meet  every  Sabbath 
morning,  for  private  prayer  and  conversation." 

Why  will  not  Christians  join  in  a  concert  of  prayer  with  these 
members  of  Congress,  and  on  every  Sabbath  morning  lift  up  holy 
hands  to  the  Supreme  Ruler,  entreating  his  favor  upon  all  our 
legislators  and  magistrates?  X. 


THE  WORLD  AND  RELIGION. 
It  is  a  fact  which  deserves  the  attention  of  all,  that  many  of  the  most  eminent  men 
in  the  world  have  left  behind  them  the  most  decisive  testimony  to  the  importance  and 
value  of  true  religion.  Sir  John  Mason,  who  had  been  a  privy  counsellor  to  four 
successive  monarchs,  and  was  connected  with  the  most  important  transactions  of  the 
state  for  thirty  years,  in  the  evening  of  his  life  declared:  "Were  I  to  live  again,  I 
would  exchange  the  court  for  retirement,  and  the  whole  life  I  have  lived  in  the  palace, 
for  one  hour's  enjoyment  of  God  in  my  closet.  AH  things  now  forsake  me,  except  my 
God,  my  duty,  and  my  prayers." 


Adoration. — Entrance  into  Heaven. 


ADORATION. 

Almighty  One!  before  whose  eye  unrolled 

From  everlasting  lies  the  map  of  man, 

And  the  whole  volume  of  his  history! 

We,  time's  frail  children,  but  the  destined  heirs 

Of  thine  Eternity,  invoke  thy  name 

With  fear  and  trembling.    To  thy  throne  we  come, 

Where  majesty,  with  uncreated  ray, 

Mingles  with  mercy  in  its  loveliest  form, 

And  awes  our  bold  approach. 

Thee  we  adore, 
O'erwhelming  Being!  as  the  First  and  Last, 
Author,  Supporter,  and  consummate  End 
Of  all  existence!  Intellectual  Source 
Of  the  whole  worlds  of  matter  and  of  mind  ! 
Sovereign  Disposer!    Architect  sublime  ! 
And  Owner  of  the  glorious  universe  ! 
High  Legislator  of  the  human  soul! 
Its-  constant  Witness,  and  its  righteous  Judge  ! 
Our  eyes  are  dazzled  by  thy  glory's  blaze  ; 
Our  faculties  confounded  in  the  vast 
Of  thine  immensity.    Our  fancy  faints, 
And  fails  to  summon  worthy  thoughts  of  Thee. 
Without  the  aid  thy  holy  word  supplies, 
Our  understanding  wanders  without  rest. 
Without  the  energy  thy  Spirit  gives, 
Our  weak  affections  slumber  in  their  chains! 
Without  the  intercession  of  thy  Son, 
Our  guilty  conscience  shrinks  beneath  thy  frown! 
But  with  thy  Son,  thy  Spirit  and  thy  word, 
The  way,  and  life,  and  light,  we  venture  near, 
And  touch  the  outstretched  sceptre  of  thy  grace, 
And  feel  the  thrill  of  love  and  ecstasy, 
The  peace  of  pardon,  and  the  bliss  of  hope, 
Before  unfelt,  unknown! 

Thou  art  our  All, 
God  ever-blessed,  ever  pure  and  good! 
And  we  are  thine  forever.    Oh  for  faith, 
To  fix  our  wavering  thoughts,  exalting  still 
Our  high  conceptions  of  thy  character! 
To  calm  all  fear,  re-animate  all  hope, 
And  fill,  and  ravish,  and  inflame  our  hearts 
With  love  and  trust  perpetual  as  thy  praise! 


ENTRANCE  INTO  HEAVEN. 

How  sudden,  yet  soft,  did  the  summoner  come! 

In  a  moment  her  spirit  had  made  the  exchange; 
And  the  shining  ones  bore  her  aloft  to  the  home, 

Where  her  hopes  had  aspired  in  their  infinite  range. 

But  who  shall  describe  the  new  objects  she  saw, 

The  sounds  which  she  heard,  the  sensations  she  felt; 

The  mixture  of  wonder,  and  rapture,  and  awe, 

With  which  at  the  throne  of  her  Saviour  she  knelt! 

Encircled  with  glory  that  never  shall  fade, 
How  enlarged  was  her  love,  and  how  full  was  her  joy, 

When  she  gazed  at  the  myriads  around  her  arrayed, 
And  mingled  at  first  in  their  happy  employ! 
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D[SCOURSES  ON  THE  NATURE,  EV- 
IDENCE, and  Moral  Value  of  the 
Doctrine  of  the  Trinity.  By  Hub- 
bard Winslow,  Pastor  of  Bowdoin 
Street  Church.  Boston:  Perkins,  Mar- 
vin &  Co.  1834,    18mo.  pp.  162. 

Mr.  Winslow  is  the  successor  of  Dr. 
Beecher.  These  discourses  were  deliv- 
ered, we  understand,  to  the  author's  spir- 
itual charge  during  the  last  summer,  and 
are  now  published  in  a  neat  and  attractive 
volume.  They  are  five  in  number.  The 
first  is  occupied  with  Introductory  Re- 
marks and  a  Statement  of  the  Doctrine  of 
the  Trinity  as  maintained  in  the  subse- 
quent discourses.  The  second  treats  of 
the  Deity  and  Personality  of  Christ  ; 
the  third,  of  the  Deity  and  Personality  of 
the  Holy  Spirit;  the  fourth  and  fifth,  of 
the  Moral  Value  of  the  Doctrine.  In  the 
Appendix  are  a  number  of  valuable  notes, 
in  which,  among  other  things,  the  author 
exposes,  with  considerable  force  of  rea- 
soning, the  absurdity  of  some  of  the  posi- 
tions of  Mr.  Thatcher  and  Mr.  Norton, 
respecting  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity. 

The  entire  spirit  that  pervades  this  vol- 
ume is  mild  and  pleasing.  The  style  is 
simple,  chaste,  and  clear;  and,  where  the 
subject  admits  it,  animated  and  glowing. 
Many  of  the  observations  show  the  au- 
thor to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  phi- 
losophy of  the  human  mind,  and  with  the 
moral  obstacles  to  sacred  knowledge,  as 
well  as  the  necessary  limits  of  its  power. 
We  are  not  quite  sure  that  there  is  not 
occasionally  too  much  refinement  of  state- 
ment, a  caution  so  extreme  as  to  give  the 
air  of  embarrassment,  where  a  more  free 
and  popular  method  would  have  been  bet- 
ter. For  our  own  part,  we  love  the  free- 
dom of  Scripture  language  and  representa- 
tion on  this  sublime  subject,  far  better 
than  the  metaphysical  language  of  the 
schools;  and  we  are  happy  to  find  that 
Mr.  Winslow  has  no  overweening  fond- 
ness for  the  technical  terms  in  which  it 
has  too  often  been  clothed — like  David  in 
Saul's  formidable  and  unwieldly  coat  of 


mail.  We  recommend  the  book  as  a  good 
one;  and  as  uncommonly  well  adapted  to 
this  meridian,  to  the  wants  of  many  in- 
quiring minds,  and,  especially,  to  those 
who  love  to  see  a  great  argument  brought 
into  a  small  compass,  with  much  care,  and 
in  a  spirit  of  kindness. 

Selections  from  the  Conversa- 
tions  AND    UNPUBLISHED  WRITINGS 

of  Rev.  E..Payson,  D.  D.  Boston: 
Crocker  &  Brewster.  1833.  32mo.  pp. 
204. 

Whatever  comes  from  the  mind  of  Dr. 
Payson,  needs  no  recommendation  of  ours. 
Those  who  have  read  his  Memoirs,  or  either 
of  the  three  volumes  of  his  published  ser- 
mons, will  expect,  in  this  volume,  shall 
we  say  a  gem  radiant  with  spiritual  wis- 
dom, or  rather,  a  whole  collection  of  such 
gems,  to  be  placed  by  the  side  of  similar 
ones  from  the  mind  of  Bunyan,  Philip 
Henry,  Pascal,  Mason,  Newton,  Cecil. 
Among  the  manifold  means  of  religious 
instruction  with  which  God  has  blessed  us, 
we  give  a  high  rank  to  these  Christian 
Laconics.  A  peculiarity  in  this  delightful 
little  volume,  is,  that  the  various  articles 
are  arranged  "  with  reference  to  the  pro- 
gress of  a  mind  from  impenitence  and  un- 
belief, through  the  different  stages  of  con- 
viction, to  faith  and  confirmed  hope." 
This  is  an  excellence,  which  every  mind, 
habituated  to  order,  and  knowing  how 
much  the  memory  itself  depends  on  it,  in 
matters  of  this  sort,  will  justly  appreciate. 
It  also  enhances  its  value,  as  a  gift  fitted 
to  all  classes  of  readers. 

The  High  School  Reader,  de- 
signed for  a  First  Class  Book.  By  Rev. 
J.  L.  Blake,  M.  A.  Author  of  the  First 
Book  in  Astronomy,  &c,  &c.  Boston: 
Allen  and  Ticknor.  1834.  large  12mo. 
pp.  408. 

The  name  of  Mr.  Blake  is  already  well 
known.  His  school  books  have  met  with 
much  acceptance,  and  are  in  use  far  beyond 
the  limits  of  New  England.  In  adding 
another  to  the  catalogue  of  our  excellent 
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Readers,  he  has  been  animated  with  the 
desire  of  furnishing  a  volume,  not  simply 
richer  in  its  variety  of  articles  and  authors, 
nor  superior  in  its  literary  execution,  but 
more  decidedly  Christian  in  its  sentiments 
and  character.  In  this,  we  think  he  has, 
without  the  slightest  tinge  of  sectarianism, 
been  quite  successful ;  and  for  this  reason, 
if  for  no  other,  we  heartily  recommend  the 
book  to  public  patronage. 

Good's  Book  of  Nature.  Abridg- 
ed from  the  original  work,  and  adap- 
ted to  the  reading  of  children  and 
youth;  with  Questions  for  the  use  of 
Schools,  and  Illustrations  from  Origi- 
nal Designs.  Boston:  Allen  & Ticknor. 
1834.  small  quarto,  pp.  224. 

This  abridgement  is  a  happy  conception, 
happily  executed.  The  original  work, 
with  some  few  exceptions,  is,  undoubted- 
ly, the  best  popular  view  of  the  natural 
sciences  in  the  English  language,  em- 
bracing the  most  curious  phenomena  in 
the  history  of  man.  Its  crowning  excel- 
lence, however,  is  its  constant  and  cordial 
regard  to  the  religious  tendencies  and 
teachings  of  the  Book  of  Nature,  and  the 
light  which  it  receives  and  reflects  from 
the  higher  Book  of  Revelation.  This 
excellent  quality  is  fully  preserved  in  this 
beautiful  abridgement.  It  must,  we  think, 
become  a  favorite  book  with  our  young 
friends. 

The  Class  Book  of  Anatomy, 
designed  for  schools;  explanatory  of  Hu- 
man Mechanism,  as  the  basis  of  Physical 
Education.  By  Jerome  V.  C.  Smith, 
M.D.  Boston:  Allen  &  Ticknor.  12mo. 
280  pages. 

This  attempt  to  introduce  an  acquaint- 
ance with  the  Anatomy  of  the  human  frame 
into  our  schools,  will  be  generally  looked 
upon  as  a  bold  experiment.  For  our  part, 
we  earnestly  wish  it  may  be  a  successful 
one.  Hitherto,  it  has  been  too  little 
known.  It  has  been  regarded  as  the  mys- 
tery of  a  profession.  It  has  been  a-ssociated 
with  false  and  frightful  ideas  in  the  minds 
of  children,  instead  of  being  presented  as 
one  of  the  first  and  most  legitimate  objects 


of  a  rational  curiosity,  and  as  furnishing 
rich  materials  for  religious  instruction. 
Ignorant  of  the  exquisite  structure,  or- 
ganization, and  functions  of  their  own 
frame,  and  of  the  conditions  on  which  its 
healthful  action  depends,  how  was  it  pos- 
sible to  avoid  the  most  serious  evils* 
both  physical  and  moral,  or  to  respond 
to  the  devout  sentiments  of  the  Psalmist, 
when,  surrounded  with  the  light  of  Om- 
niscient Wisdom,  he  exclaimed,  I  will 
praise  thee;  for  I  am  fearfully  and 
wonderfully  made!  Marvellous  are  thy 
works;  and  that  my  soul  knotoeth  right 
loell. 

Hitherto,  some  excuse  for  the  neglect  of 
this  study  might  be  found.  It  has  been 
too  much  wrapt  up  in  the  thick  folds  of  a 
technical,  and,  to  the  great  mass  of  read- 
ers, unintelligible  and  barbarous  language. 
Indeed,  the  book  before  U3  is  not  so  free 
from  this  as  we  could  wish,  for  popular 
use.  Still,  it  is  a  great  advance  towards 
simplicity,  and  its  numerous  and  accu- 
rate illustrations  by  plates  or  diagrams, 
will  render  it  sufficiently  intelligible,  and 
not  a  little  interesting,  even  to  the  most 
juvenile  readers. 

Fanaticism.  By  the  Author  of  the 
Natural  History  of  Enthusiasm^  New 
York:  Jonathan  Leavitt.  Boston: 
Crocker  &  Brewster.  1834.  pp.  368, 
12mo. 

A  new  work  from  the  hand  of  theGREAT 
Unknown  will  be  sure,  at  least,  of  being 
read.  The  topics  embraced  are  unfolded 
in  the  following  order: — I.  Motives  of  the 
Work.  II.  The  meaning  of  Terms — Rise 
of  the  Malign  Emotions.  III.  Alliance  of 
the  Malign  Emotions  with  the  Imagination. 

IV.  Fanaticism  the  offspring  of  Enthusi- 
asm; or  Combination  of  the  Malign  Emo- 
tions with  Spurious  Religious  Sentiments. 

V.  Fanaticism  of  the  Scourge.  VI.  Fan- 
aticism of  the  Brand.  VII.  Fanaticism 
of  the  Banner.  VIII.  Fanaticism  of  the 
Symbol.  IX.  The  Religion  of  the  Old 
Testament  not  Fanatical.  X.  The  Re- 
ligion of  the  New  Testament  not  Fanati- 
cal. We  have  given  an  extract  from  the 
first  section  on  a  preceding  page. 
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Uurmaf). 

Thrilling  Intelligence  from  Ava. 
LETTER  OF  MR.  JUDSON. 

Maulmein,  July  23,  1833. 
Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

I  write  a  line  to  accompany  bro.  Kin- 
caid's  letter.  If  there  was  not  a  God, 
I  should  have  no  hope  that  he  would  re- 
main long  at  Ava.  The  way  in  which 
he  has  been  led,  is  not  exactly  the  way 
that  human  wisdom  would  have  devised; 
but  God's  ways  are  not  like  our  ways.  I 
have  written  hiai  to  the  following  pur- 
port : — «*  You  have  done  well.  You 
deserve  the  thanks  of  the  mission  for  the 
bold,  yet  prudent  means  you  have  taken 
to  establish  a  branch  of  the  mission  in 
Ava.  Maintain  your  footing  in  that  cap- 
ital, without  the  interference  'of  British 
authority,  if  possible;  but,  at  any  rate, 
in  God's  name,  maintain  your  footing." 
Yours  respectfully, 

A.  Judson. 

Rev.  Dr.  Bolles. 

MR.  KIXCAID'S  LETTER. 

Ava,  June  27,  1833. 

Dear  bro.  Judson, 

I  wrote  twice  to  you  before  reach- 
ing Ava,  and  once  since  we  arrived. 
I  never  wished  to  see  you  so  much 
as  at  the  present  time.  Difficulties, 
I  expected,  and  was  therefore  pre- 


pared for  them ;  but  they  rise  up  in 
so  many  shapes,  that  I  am  completely 
puzzled.  Had  I  one  brother,  with 
whom  to  advise,  it  would  be  a  great 
relief :  as  it  is,  I  must  bow  in  sub- 
mission, until  I  can  hear  from  the 
brethren  in  Maulmein  and  Rangoon. 

Difficulty  of  getting  a  House. 
In  a  former  letter,  I  mentioned 
having  asked  the  government  for  a 
piece  of  ground,  on  which  to  build  a 
house  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  be 
allowed  to  rent  a  house.  I  received 
fair  promises,  day  after  day,  and 
nothing  more.  After  travelling  near- 
ly all  day  through  the  streets  of  Ava, 
amidst  clouds  of  dust,  and  almost 
suffocating  heat,  I  received  only  a 
promise  that  something  would  be 
done  to-morrow.  Thus,  I  was  put  off 
day  after  day.  I  therefore  made  an 
effort  to  get  a  house  without  a  gov- 
ernment order.  For  this  purpose,  I 
dispatched  Ko  Shoon  and  Ko  San- 
lone.  They  succeeded  in  getting 
one  on  the  bank  of  the  little  river 
east  of  the  city,  owned  by  an  aged 
woman  of  noble  blood.  Three  days 
after  taking  possession  of  the  house, 
the  owner  died ;  and,  as  she  had  no 
children,  the  property  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  king. 

Danger  of  Ejectment. 
On  the  19th,  a  message  came  to 
me  from  Oo-boy,  the  king's  doctor, 
saying,  that  the  house  had  been  as- 
I  signed  to  him  by  royal  favor,  and  I 
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must  leave  immediately.  The  next 
day,  the  royal  doctor  came  himself. 
At  first,  he  talked  loud,  and  behaved 
quite  uncivil,  threatening  some  Bur- 
mans  who  were  listening  to  the  Gos- 
pel. At  length,  he  became  calm,  and 
I  reasoned  with  him.  I  said,  This 
house  is  yours,  but  I  cannot  leave  it 
until  I  obtain  another ;  and  another 
I  cannot  get  without  a  government 
order.  I  am  looking  for  a  house, 
and  expect  an  order  soon.  This 
seemed  satisfactory.  Every  day,  I 
called  on  a  JVoon-gee  or  At-wen-woon, 
and,  sometimes,  on  two  or  three  in  a 
day,  asking  for  permission  to  rent  a 
house,  and  always  met  with  encour- 
aging words.  They  had  excuses  for 
every  delay  and  every  broken  prom- 
ise. The  young  prince  must  have 
his  ears  bored.  This  took  up  eight 
or  nine  days.  The  Chinese  ambas- 
sador was  just  taking  his  leave  of  the 
Burman  court.  This  was  an  excuse 
for  four  or  five  days.  Four  wild  ele- 
phants were  to  be  caught.  This  took 
up  three  days.  Thus  it  went  on, 
from  day  to  day,  till  the  twentieth. 
On  that  morning,  I  called  on  Moung 
Sa,  one  of  the  YVoongees,  the  same 
man  who  was  an  Al-wen-woon,  when 
bro.  Judson  first  visited  Ava.  His 
countenance  changed.  What  had 
taken  place,  I  could  not  tell.  He 
had  always  appeared  pleasant.  I 
remained  silent,  waiting  to  hear  the 
worst.  The  JVoon-gee  said,  "The 
king  is  pained  to  hear  that,  in  Ran- 
goon, and  in  all  the  cities  and  vil- 
lages along  the  river,  you  have  given 
books,  and  preached  to  the  people. 
It  is  not  agreeable  to  the  king, 
to  have  a  new  doctrine  spread 
among  his  subjects.  It  is,  there- 
fore, the  order  of  his  majesty, 
that  this  English  and  American  doc- 
trine spread  no  further."  I  said, 
"  You  know  that  I  am  a  teacher  of 
religion,  and  can  I  not  preach  to  the 
people?"  He  said,  "  Yes,  but  you 
must  not  give  books ; "  and  then 
added,  "  Why  do  you  not  preach 
and  give  books  to  the  Musselmen 
and  Catholics?"  I  told  him  I  had 
come  to  Ava  to  preach  to  all  people, 
of  whatever  nation;  and  if  I  am  not 
allowed  to  go  on,  I  shall  leave  Ava, 


and  go  to  some  other  nation.  I 
could  perceive  in  the  course  of  this 
morning's  conversation,  that  this  no- 
bleman had  a  rooted  aversion  to  for- 
eigners, or  else  that  he  felt  it  to  be 
for  his  interest  to  appear  so. 

Dr.  Oo-boy  uses  violence. 

Very  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
21st,  Doctor  Oo-boy  sent  his  furni- 
ture, with  orders  to  put  it  in  the 
house. — I  forbid  them. — In  a  little 
time,  the  Doctor  came  with  about  20 
young  men  at  his  heels.  They  all 
came  into  the  verandah,  which  was 
7  feet  below  the  floor  of  the  house. 
I  was  sitting  in  the  door,  and  imme- 
diately began  to  reason  with  the  Dr. 
on  the  impropriety  of  using  violence  ; 
that  I  was  a  stranger,  in  a  strange 
land;  that  if  our  books  and  clothes 
were  put  into  the  street,  they  would 
all  be  destroyed. — The  Doctor  was 
inexorable ;  cursed  me,  and  all  for- 
eigners ;  reviled  the  Christian  reli- 
gion, and  threatened  my  life.  He 
then  ordered  his  men  to  take  his 
things  in,  and  put  me,  my  family,  and 
all  that  belonged  to  us,  into  the 
street.  Two  young  men  in  an  in- 
stant rushed  to  the  top  of  the  stairs, 
to  seize  me.  I  pushed  them  down, 
and  barred  the  door,  so  that  from  all 
their  efforts,  they  could  not  force 
their  way  in. 

Captain  Low  had  got  word  of  my 
situation,  and  sent  me  two  letters  in 
the  forenoon,  but  the  messengers 
were  stopped  and  sent  back.  Two 
men  were  sent  to  Moung  Sa,  a  JVoon- 
gee,  and  he  just  said,  "  What  can  I 
do?" — Ouk-moo,  whom  I  had  sent 
away,  was  detained  a  prisoner  in  the 
street.  About  three  oclock,  Ko  San- 
lone  returned,  having  been  in  search 
of  a  house.  As  soon  as  he  entered 
the  verandah,  the  doctor  seized  him, 
threw  him  down,  and  several  of  the 
young  men  fell  upon  him.  This  was 
too  much  to  endure :  his  cries  pierced 
my  heart.  I  unbarred  the  door,  and, 
with  a  cane  in  my  hand,  rushed  out, 
threatening  them.  Instantly,  they  let 
go  of  him,and  took  up  bamboos,  point- 
ed at  one  end,  and  Burman  spears, 
and  rushed  upon  me  like  young  ti- 
gers.   I  knocked  five  of  them  over, 
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with  my  cane,  but  only  one  was  in- 1 
jured.   The  door  was  again  barred  ;| 
and,  for  the  first  time,  the  doctor  was  f 
disposed  to  reason.    As  soon  as  I 
perceived  this,  I  threw  open  the 
door  and  told  him  to  come  in.  He 
said,  he  had  been  very  angry,  and 
behaved  bad ;  and  begged  I  would 
forget  it. 

Measures  of  the  British  Resident. 
The  same   evening,  the  British 
Resident  learned  from  captain  Low 
nearly  all  the  occurrences  of  the 
day.  He  wrote  to  the  ministers  thus, 
"  I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  a  Burmese, 
named    Oo-boy,  has  assaulted  and 
threatened  Mr.  Kincaid  and  his  fam- 
ily ;  and  that  no  notice  has  been 
taken  of  it  by  the  ministers,  although 
one  of  the  fVoon-gees  was  sent  to, 
when  the  affair  began.    In  the  most 
savage  countries  in  the  world,  teach- 
ers of  religion  are  treated  with  kind- 
ness and  respect;  and  when  the 
news  of  this  affair  shall  reach  Bengal, 
England  and  America,  the  people 
will  cry,  Shame  ! "  I  had  no  know- 
ledge of  this  till  the  22d,  when  I 
received  letters  from  the  Resident 
and  Captain  Low,  saying,  'I  hope 
you  will   not  by  forgiveness  save 
Oo-boy  from  merited  punishment.' — 
Before  noon  I  was  requested  to  ap- 
pear at  the  Loot-dau,  where  all  the 
ministers  of  state  were  assembled, 
with  the  queen's  brother  at  their 
head.    After  hearing  the  whole  affair 
from  first  to  last,  they  said,  "  We 
know  you  are  right,  and  this  man 
deserves  punishment;  but  as  he  is 
the  king's  doctor,  and  as  you  are  a 
teacher  of  religion,  which  enjoins 
forbearance  and  forgiveness,  we  hope 
you  will  forgive  him,  and  he  shall 
confess  at  any  time  and  in  any  place 
you  direct."    I  said,  you  must  un- 
derstand  that   it   was    not  I  who 
brought  up  this  subject,  neither  did 
I  request  it.    However,  so  far  as  I 
am  personally  concerned,  I  cheer- 
fully forgive  the  man  ;  but  he  must 
confess  his  wrong  in  the  presence 
of  all  the  great  ministers.  They 
then  said,  "Do  you  wish  him  to  be 
put  in  prison,  and  whipped  ?  "  I  said, 
No ;  I  only  wish  to  secure  myself 
14 


and  family  from  being  insulted  by 
rude  and  ignorant  people.  They 
further  said,  "  The  fact  that  you 
forgive  a  man  who  has  done  so  bad 
will  be  known  all  through  the  empire, 
and  many  will  be  inclined  to  examine 
your  doctrine."  Thus  we  parted — 
the  Woon-gees  at  the  same  time 
giving  me  a  written  document  which 
was  a  permission  to  rent  any  house 
I  should  choose.  The  British  Res- 
ident hearing  these  things,  was  not 
satisfied,  and  dispatched  another 
message,  saying,  "As  Mr.  Kincaid 
is  an  American,  he  can  do  as  he 
pleases;  but  as  Mrs.  Kincaid  and  her 
sister  are  British  subjects,  he  was 
bound,  as  the  representative  of  his 
Government,  to  see  that  those  who 
should  dare  insult  them,  should  re- 
ceive merited  punishment."  Fur- 
thermore, as  Oo-boy  had,  openly  in 
the  streets  of  Ava,  reviled  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  he  considered  his  crime 
deserving  severe  punishment.  At 
the  same  time  he  requested  a  boat, 
that  the  whole  account  of  this  affair 
might  be  sent,  without  delay,  to  Ma- 
jor Burney ,  in  Rangoon.  This  alarm- 
ed them,  and  the  doctor  was  put 
in  prison.  The  Resident  was  still 
dissatisfied.  He  wrote  again,  com- 
plaining of  the  unwillingness  of 
the  ministers  to  punish  him  as  his 
crimes  deserved :  said  it  was  because 
he  was  the  royal  physician ;  but 
he  urged  this  as  an  additional'  rea- 
son why  he  should  not  be  spared. 
"If,  said  he,  Oo-boy  was  a  poor, 
ignorant  man,  there  would  be  room 
for  mercy  ;  but  a  man  of  his  rank 
deserves  none."  Immediately  Oo- 
boy  was  put  in  the  stocks,  and  the 
Resident  sends  a  man  every  day  to 
see  that  he  is  not  screened  from  jus- 
tice. I  feel  very  much  for  his  wife 
and  children — they  visit  us  every  day 
and  beg-  that  we  would  intercede  for 
him.  The  doctor  is  continually  send- 
ing to  me,  to  make  an  effort  in  his 
favor. — I  would  gladly  restore  him  to 
his  family,  if  it  was  in  my  power. 

Another  house  procured. 
I  have  procured  a  house,  west  of 
the  Palace,  and  near  the  centre  of 
the  city — we  took  possession  on  the 
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25th.  I  have  to  give  30  ticals  of  Bur- 
man  currency,  per  month.  The  house 
has  no  window,  and  to  get  light  I  have 
made  three  holes  through  the  roof, 
by  removing  the  tiles — the  roof  of  the 
verandah  is  so  low  as  to  pre  vent  Zig*/ii 
or  air  coming  in  by  the  door ;  yet 
you,  who  know  Ava  so  well,  need  not 
a  description  of  their  houses.  There 
is  a  new  and  comfortable  brick  build- 
ing a  little  distance  from  me.  I 
tried  to  rent  it,  but  the  owner  de- 
manded 50  ticals.  I  did  not  feel  wil- 
ling to  give  so  much  till  I  could  hear 
from  the  brethren  in  Maulmein.  I 
think  a  good  brick  building  could  be 
put  up  for  1,000  ticals,  and  a  wood 
house  would  cost  5  or  6  hundred, 
and  still  be  uncomfortable  and  un- 
safe. The  government  have  promis- 
ed a  piece  of  ground  in  some  suita- 
ble place. — Bro.  Price's  place  is  plea- 
santly located,  but  too  much  out  of 
the  way  for  preaching — Bro.  Judson's 
place  is  the  best  that  I  have  seen, 
but  it  is  covered  with  Burman  houses, 
which  could  not  be  purchased  for  less 
than  1,000  ticals.  I  mention  these 
things  that  you  may  give  advice. — 
Shall  I  build,  or  shall  I  rent  ? 

Future  Prospects. 

If  you  inquire,  what  is  the  prospect 
in  Ava  ?  will  you  be  allowed  to  preach 
and  give  books,  without  being  mo- 
lested ?  I  cannot  answer  this  ques- 
tion ;  yet  I  do  not  think  the  govern- 
ment will  lift  its  arm  against  the  cross 
of  Christ.  We  shall  often  be  annoyed, 
I  cannot  doubt.  In  ail  ages  the  Gos- 
pel has  met  with  opposition.  Can 
we  expect  it  to  spread  in  Burmah 
without  violent  opposition  on  the 
part  of  the  priesthood  and  many  of 
its  rulers  ?  For  my  part,  I  do  not 
expect  it.  The  sooner  this  war  be- 
gins, the  sooner  will  Bu&mah  be 
saved.  I  long  to  see  the  flame  kin- 
dled that  shall  purify  this  land  of  all 
its  abominations.  We  have  visitors 
every  day  ;  some  days  40  or  50,  and 
every  day  from  our  first  landing  we 
have  had  more  or  less.  Sometimes 
4  or  5  persons  come  into  evening 
worship.  There  are  two  interesting 
inquirers— one  man,  about  60  years 
of  age,  gives  a  little  evidence  of  good. 


The  Burman  Disciples. 
Ko  Thla,  who  was  baptized  13  years 
ago,  in  Rangoon,  I  found  about  20 
miles  from  Ava.  He  appears  very 
well,  but  says  he  has  been  afraid  to 
preach  much  to  the  people.  He 
says,  he  has  sometimes  been  reviled 
for  not  worshipping  the  pagodas,  but 
otherwise  not  persecuted.  Ko  Shoon 
and  Ko  San-lone  are  making  daily 
excursions  in  different  parts  of  the 
city,  making  known  the  things  con- 
cerning the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  These 
men  are  true  and  faithful.  I  think 
they  have  advanced  considerably  in 
the  knowledge  of  divine  things. 
Moung  Zoo-thy  and  Moung  So  wish- 
ed to  stay  a  little  time,  to  see  how 
we  should  get  on;  so  I  send  them 
out  on  little  excursions  into  the 
neighboring  towns  and  villages,  to 
distribute  tracts,  and  otherwise  do 
what  they  can.  Moung  Ouk-moo  is 
one  of  the  best  men  I  have  ever 
known.  He  is  never  tired,  never 
discouraged,  and  in  all  things  is 
faithful.  Moung  En,  Moung  Ye, 
and  Moung  Net,  I  discharged  on 
reaching  Ava.  They  went  about 
40  miles  to  a  Catholic  village  where 
they  had  formerly  lived.  On  refusing 
to  worship  the  image  of  Mary,  the 
priest,  who  was  from  Europe,  order- 
ed them  to  be  beaten.  This  being 
done,  they  were  stoned  out  of  the 
village.  They  then  went  among  the 
pure  Burmans,  and  distributed  a  few 
tracts  they  had. 

Source  of  Persecution. 
I  have  just  learned  from  Moung 
Yiet,  the  most  active  and  intelligent 
At-iven-ivoon,  that  Moung  So,  the 
Woon-gee,  had  no  order  from  the  king 
prohibiting  me  from  giving  books. 
He  was  put  up  to  this  by  Men-la-gee, 
the  queen's  brother,  who  is  a  violent 
Boodhist. 

Plans  and  Feelings  of  Mr.  Kincaid. 

I  opened  the  verandah  in  due 
form  to-day  for  preaching. — We  have 
had  Burmans,  Shous,  Kathays,  Chi- 
nese, Persians,  and  Turks. — I  shall 
give  away  very  few  tracts  for  the 
present,  avoid  saying  much  against 
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false  religions,  but  endeavor  to  make 
known  the  knowledge  of  Christ.  I 
have  trembled  for  fear  I  might  take 
a  wrong  step,  and  thereby  shut  up 
the  door  of  hope.  Sometimes  I  can- 
not sleep,  it  weighs  so  heavily  on  my 
mind :  again  I  feel  comforted  in 
resigning  all  into  the  hands  of  Christ. 
I  wish  for  some  brother  to  join  me 
as  soon  as  possible.  -I  hope  the 
time  is  not  distant  when  you  will  be 
here,  pleading  the  cause  of  the  Lord 
Jesus.  I  have  now  mentioned  the 
principal  things  which  have  occurred 
since  our  arrival  in  Ava.  Will  you 
and  the  brethren  kindly  give  me 
your  advice  in  reference  to  future 
operations.  We  are  quite  well, 
though  the  heat  is  dreadfully  oppres- 
sive. Are  there  any  news  from 
brother  and  sister  Wade?  I  long 
to  hear  of  their  arrival  in  America, 
of  the  restoration  of  their  health,  and 
that  they  are  again  ready  to  enter 
this  wide  field  of  labor.  Mrs.  Kin- 
caid  joins  with  me  in  affectionate  re- 
membrance to  yourself  and  all  the 
missionary  friends.  Pray  for  us. 
Yours  ever  affectionately, 

E.  KlNCAID. 

P.  S.  It  has  just  occurred  to  me, 
that  as  this  letter  contains  the  par- 
ticulars of  what  I  should  wish  to 
communicate  to  the  Board,  that  you 
would  do  me  a  favor  to  forward  it 
to  Dr.  Bolles.  This  will  supersede 
the  necessity  of  my  filling  a  sheet 
or  two  for  America.  I  am  looking 
daily  for  letters  from  Maulmein  and 
Rangoon. 

Later  from  Ava.  Cheering  results. 
Mr.  Kincaid  to  Mr.  Judson. 

July  17,  1833. 

Dear  bro.  Judson, 

Before  this  arrives,  you  will  prob- 
ably get  a  long  letter,  which  I  sent  to 
you  a  few  days  since.  I  hope  to  get 
an  answer  to  some  things  there  men- 
tioned before  long.  Oo-boy,  the 
king's  doctor,  is  liberated.  He  came 
and  brought  us  a  present, — says  he 
feels  ashamed  of  his  conduct,  and 
hopes  I  will  forget  it. 

The  very  thing  that  ought  to  re- 


joice me,  often  troubles  me :  it  is 
the  numbers  that  are  flocking  to  the 
verandah  to  read  and  hear  the  word 
of  God.  If  I  would,  I  could  not  resist 
the  tide  that  is  setting  in.  Our  ve- 
randah is  pretty  well  filled  during  the 
day,  and  sometimes  forty  or  fifty 
come  in  at  a  time.  Oh  that  the  in- 
fluences of  the  blessed  Spirit  might 
rest  upon  these  troubled  waters ! 
that  the  church  of  Christ  might  rise 
up  out  of  this  confusion  !  I  do  hope 
some  one  will  join  me  soon.  We  are 
quite  well.  Your  ever  affectionate 
brother,  E.  Kincaid. 

Mr.  Kincaid  to  Mr.  Cutter. 

Ava,  July  17th,  1833. 
Dear  bro.  Cutter, 

The  first  of  this  month,  I  received 
letters  from  Maulmein  and  Rangoon. 
Among  them  was  one  from  you. 
A  few  days  ago,  we  sent  off  letters 
to  you  all ;  but  having  an  opportunity 
now  to  send,  I  drop  you  a  line.  My 
journal,  up  to  Ava,  is  now  sent.  A 
few  days  since,  in  a  letter  to  bro. 
Judson,  I  detailed  particulars.  Noth- 
ing material  has  occurred  since.  The 
verandah  is  crowded  nearly  all  the 
time  ;  and,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  Satan 
is  asleep.  It  is  time  for  us  to  be 
awake,  and  work  while  the  door  is 
open.  More  than  two  hundred  were 
at  the  house  yesterday.  We  have 
three  promising  inquirers.  I  really 
think  the  time  of  Burmah's  deliver- 
ance is  at  hand.  It  is  no  passing 
cloud  that  hangs  over  the  land  :  it  is 
spreading  in  every  direction ;  and 
the  time  must  come,  when  showers 
large  and  rich  will  water  this  des- 
ert. O  for  that  faith  that  heeds 
no  mountains,  and  regards  not  the 
desert  vallies. 

Will  not  some  brother  be  on  his  way 
soon  ?  A  better  field  never  spread 
itself  before  the  eye  of  a  missionary. 
This  is  not  a  paradise,  but  it  will  be 
one  in  time.  This  minute,  while  I 
am  writing,  twenty-one  persons  are 
sitting  before  me,  inquiring  the  way 
of  life.  Do  not  sit  and  make  cold 
calculations  ;  for  the  heathen  are  all 
going  to  hell,  because  we  are  afraid 
the  time  has  not  come :  the  time  has 
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come,  and  we  must  not  sleep.  For- 
give my  writing  in  this  way :  my  feed- 
ings at  times  are  unutterable.  I  am 
ashamed  of  myself.  I  have  been 
afraid,  and  hardly  expected  more  than 
one  Burman  to  be  converted  in  a 
year.  Pardon  the  brevity  of  this 
line.  Every  opportunity  we  hope  to 
hear  from  you.  Remember  us  kind- 
ly to  all  our  Christian  friends,  and 
pray  for  us. 

Your  affectionate  brother, 

E.  KlNCAID. 

Mr.  Kincaid  to  Mr.  Bennett. 

Ava,  July  17,  1333. 
Dear  bro.  Bennett, 

A  few  days  since,  I  sent  off  a  long 
letter,  addressed  to  bro.  Judson,  but 
intended  for  you  all.  Nothing  of 
importance  has  occurred  since.  Every 
thing  is  going  on  as  usual,  except 
that  we  have  an  increase  of  visitors. 
Yesterday,  the  verandah  was  full 
most  of  the  day.  There  seems  to 
be  no  fear  on  the  part  of  the  people 
about  calling.  I  often  tremble  for 
the  issue  ;  but  it  is  that  over  which  I 
have  no  control.  Inquiry  is  abroad, 
is  spreading,  and  the  smothered 
flame  will  burst  ere  long.  Many 
government  men  call.  Among  these, 
two  of  the  head  writers  call,  read, 
and  listen.  Probably  they  are  spies. 
I  have  always  seen  these  men  among 
the  Woon-gees.  Having  begun  to 
preach  the  Gospel  here,  there  is  no 
going  back.  It  is  impossible  to  work 
in  the  dark,  or  work  quietly,  as  some 
would  call  it.  I  am  quite  certain 
that  I  have  not  taken  a  step  but  a 
government  man  has  been  on  my 
heels.  It  is  well.  I  have  adopted 
one  course  to  pursue ;  that  is,  to 
preach  Christ  to  every  person,  and 
leave  the  consequences  to  Him  who 
has  promised  to  give  the  heathen  to 
His  Son  for  an  inheritance. 

Do  you  not  say,  bro.  Bennett,  that 
some  man  ought  to  join  me  at  once  ? 
I  do  hope  you  will  consider  this  sub- 
ject. I  think  a  press  should  be  had 
soon.  I  have  long  been  of  the  opin- 
ion, that  a  mission  house  should  be 
built  in  Rangoon,  and  one  sufficiently 
large  for  two  families.   Much  love 


to  sister  Bennett  and  the  little  boy. 
May  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  be  pour- 
ed out  in  Rangoon.  Let  us  hear 
from  you  soon. 

E.  KlNCAID. 


TAVOT. 

LETTER  FROM  MR.  MASON. 
Mata-mya,  forks  of  the  Tenasserim. 

April  11,  1833. 

Dear  Sir, 

On  looking  over  the  records  of  the 
last  three  months,  I  find  little  that 
would  be  interesting.  Enough,  how- 
ever, accompanies  this  sheet,  to  show 
the  Board  how  my  time  has  been 
occupied, — the  original  design  of  a 
missionary  keeping  a  journal. 

Efforts  of  the  Enemy. 
I  have,  however,  one  remark  to 
add.  It  will  require  the  labors  of 
ten  men  now  to  do  what  one  man 
might  have  done,  had  he  been  on 
the  ground  a  year  ago.  The  devil 
does  not  sleep,  if  we  do.  The  old 
conjuror,  who  first  came  to  bro.  Board- 
man,  after  repeated  and  fruitless  tri- 
als to  be  admitted  into  the  church, 
has,  at  last,  thrown  off  the  mask,  and 
has  been  travelling  around,  all  the 
season,  exhorting  people  to  worship 
the  demons.  He  seems  disposed  to 
engraft  some  of  the.  usages  of  Chris- 
tianity on  his  system,  forbidding  the 
use  of  spirituous  liquors  ;  and,  when 
among  Christians,  at  least,  professing 
a  reverence  for  the  Sabbath.  He  is 
doing  no  little  to  strengthen  the  cause 
of  iniquity,  and  gives  a  boldness  to 
the  enemies  of  the  truth,  of  which 
they  were  heretofore  destitute.  Add 
to  this,  the  Catholics  are  active,  far 
beyond  any  thing  that  they  have  ex- 
hibited in  this  province  before.  The 
old  priest  has  been  removed,  and  an 
energetic  young  man  from  Italy  has 
been  appointed  in  his  stead.  His 
attention  appears  to  be  wholly  given 
to  the  Karens;  and  already  has  a 
station  been  taken,  and  house  built 
at  Pyee-kya,  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  state.  Nor  are  they  satisfied 
with  one  station.  I  saw  two  Karens 
last  Sabbath,  from  Pa-lan,  nearly  on 
the  Mergui  boundary,  who  told  me 
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that  they  had  just  been  visited  by  one 
of  our  teachers  from  Maulmein.  This 
was  too  good,  I  thought,  to  be  true  ; 
and,  on  further  inquiry,  I  found  this 
teacher  of  ours  had  set  up  a  cross,  to 
frighten  away  the  demons.  He  prom- 
ised to  come  and  live  among  them 
soon. 

Difficulties  in  collecting  Schools. 

I  see  we  do  not  meet  the  expecta- 
tions of  our  friends,  in  relation  to 
schools.  You  reason  from  India  to 
Burmah,  supposing  the  state  of  things 
alike  in  the  two  countries.  Let  us 
look  at  a  few  of  the  points  of  differ- 
ence. 

1.  Population.  Taking  the  ex- 
tent of  the  provinces,  at  rive  degrees 
long,  by  fifty  miles  broad,  which  will 
be  hardly  thought  too  much,  and  we 
have  an  area  of  15,000  square  miles. 
The  aggregate  population  of  the  four 
provinces  is,  by  census,  something 
short  of  70,000  ;  but,  were  it  75,000, 
we  should  have  only  five  inhabitants 
to  a  square  mile;  while,  in  India 
(Hindoostan)  there  is  a  hundred  to  a 
square  mile.  The  probability  of  ob- 
taining scholars,  then,  so  far  as  pop- 
ulation is  concerned,  is  as  one  to 
twenty  in  the  two  countries,  and 
against  us. 

2.  Poverty  of  the  people.  In  In- 
dia, the  people  are  often  literally  in 
a  starving  condition,  as  missionary 
accounts  abundantly  testify.  In  a 
day's  walk  through  the  streets  of 
Calcutta,  a  person  will  often  meet 
with  more  than  a  hundred  public 
beggars.  If  he  walks  down  to  the 
banks  of  the  Hoogly,  he  is  surround- 
ed by  twenty  persons,  all  vociferating 
at  once,  "Take  my  boat, sir;  take  my 
boat,  sir."  If  he  buys  an  article, 
it  will  be  literally  torn  away  from 
him,  by  persons  waiting  in  crowds 
at  the  shop  doors,  to  earn  two  or 
three  cents  by  carrying  bundles. 
Wholly  different  is  the  state  of  things 
here.  I  have  never  yet  met  with  a 
public  native  beggar ;  and  such  is  the 
difficulty  to  obtain  boats  and  porters, 
which  we  often  need,  that,  after  our 
boxes  arrive  in  the  river,  we  have 
often  to  wait  a  day  or  two  before  we 
can  obtain  them.   The  people  here 
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I  are  not  a  poor  people.  They  can 
I  sustain  themselves  in  what  they  con- 
sider a  comfortable  manner,  by  work- 
ing less  than  half  the  time ;  and 
work  of  some  description  or  other  is 
always  awaiting  them. 

3.  National  character.  The  Hin- 
doos are  characterized  by  covetous- 
ness.  The  trifling  reward  given  in 
the  missionary  schools,  are  alone  a 
sufficient  inducement  for  them  to 
send  their  children.  On  the  contra- 
ry, the  Burmans  never  think  of  saving 
money.  We  lately  had  an  illustra- 
tion of  this  trait  in  their  character. 
Mrs.  Boardraan  sent  to  a  woman  who 
makes  pasteboard  books,  used  in 
schools,  for  a  new  supply.  She  re- 
plied with  great  simplicity,  "I  don't 
want  to  make  any  more  now.  I  have 
a  little  money  left  yet,  of  what  I  got 
for  making  the  others.  When  that 
is  gone,  I  will  make  some." 

I  have  thus  glanced  at  a  few  of  the 
difficulties  which  exist  in  this  coun- 
try, and  do  not  in  India,  relative  to 
the  establishment  and  support  of 
schools.  If  the  view  taken  is  not  so 
interesting  as  some  you  have  indulg- 
ed,! say  granted,  because  vague  ideas 
always  have  something  delusive 
about  them,  which  plain  matter  of 
fact  dissipates. 

Compassion  for  the  Sick. 

I  was  very  sorry  to  find  no  one 
had  compassion  on  the  sick  bodies  of 
the  Karens.  To  administer  to  the 
sick,  was  a  very  prominent  part  of 
Christ's  labors,  as  it  was  of  his  apos- 
tles ;  and  I  have  but  few  sympathies 
with  those  who  can  preach  and  pray 
for  people's  souls,  without  wishing* 
to  alleviate,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
miseries  which  they  suffer  in  body. 

The  monsoon  changed  a  few  days 
ago,  bringing  constant  rain,  after  six 
months  of  dry  weather.  The  conse- 
quence has  been,  that,  within  a  sin- 
gle village, since  the  rains  commenc- 
ed, ten  cases  of  fever  have  occurred, 
and  no  one  to  afford  them  the  least 
assistance  but  myself.  The  treat- 
ment is  very  simple,  and  the  blessing 
of  God  is  visible  on  my  labors  in  this 
•  department.  Shall  I  look  upon  them 
like  the  Levite,  and  pass  on?  Or 
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shall  I  be  furnished  with  wine  and 
oil,  to  pour  into  their  wounds.  I  have 
but  one  dose  of  Ipecacuanha  left,  and 
this  is  absolutely  necessary,  on  the 
first  attack  of  these  jungle  fevers. 

I  expected,  long  ere  this,  to  have 
had  Karen  teaching  in  the  jungle ; 
but  my  way  has  been  constantly 
hedged  up.  Three  months  ago,  I 
sent  a  couple  of  Karens  to  study 
bro.  Wade's  system,  at  Maulmein, 
expecting  them  to  return  last  month ; 
but  my  last  dates  from  Maulmein  are 
two  months  old  ;  and  the  rains  are 
now  here,  which  will  soon  render 
all  intercourse  between  the  city  and 
jungle  at  an  end.  I  have  discour- 
aged Burman  studies  among  the 
Karens,  for  more  than  a  year  ;  think- 
ing it  labor  spent  in  vain,  if  they  were 
to  study  their  own  language.  And 
thus  the  people  are  learning  nothing. 
When  prospects  will  be  better,  I  am 
waiting  to  see. 

An  opportunity  of  sending  this 
to-morrow,  occurs,  which  I  embrace. 
I  expect,  however,  unless  taken  sick, 
to  return  to  the  city  myself  before 
the  streams  are  neck-deep,  which 
will  be  ere  long. 

Yours,  &c. 

Francis  Mason. 

maulmein. 

LETTER  FROM  MR.  CUTTER. 
Maulmein,  August  2,  1833. 
Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

As  an  opportunity  now  offers  for 
sending  to  Bengal,  I  hasten  to  ac- 
knowledge the  reception  of  yours, 
of  Dec.  183*2,  by  our  esteemed  mis- 
sionary friends,  Messrs  Brown  and 
Webb,  who,  with  Miss  C.J.Harring- 
ton, (now  Mrs.  Simons,)  arrived  at 
their  station,  June  J 6th.  We  were 
rejoiced  at  being  allowed  the  pleas- 
ure of  welcoming  these  brethren  to 
their  field  of  missionary  labor,  feeling 
Confident  they  were  sent  by  the  God 
of  missions,  and  that  He  would  honor 
them  as  the  instruments  of  building 
up  His  cause  in  these  benighted  re- 
gions. 

The  signs  of  the  times  seem  to 
intimate  that  the  period  is  not  far 


distant,  when  a  rich  and  bountiful 
harvest  of  souls  may  be  gathered  in- 
to the  garner  of  the  Lord,  from  hun- 
dreds of  towns  and  villages  through- 
out the  Burman  empire.  And  one 
of  the  instruments  which  it  would 
seem  the  Lord  intends  most  effect- 
ively to  use  in  bringing  about  these 
great  and  important  ends,  is  the  press. 
Through  the  medium  of  this  machine, 
the  gospel  is  sent  out  into  all  parts  of 
the  empire,  and  finds  its  way  into  the 
mansions  of  the  governors  and  nobles 
of  the  land,  as  well  as  into  the  hands 
and  hearts  of  the  peasant  and  the 
slave.  You  will  doubtless  notice 
a  paragraph  in  Mr.  Kincaid's  journal 
up  to  Ava,  in  which  he  mentions 
the  case  of  a  venerable  old  man, 
who  would  converse  freely  about  the 
Eternal  God,  regeneration,  justifica- 
tion, &c,  "  who  had  no  other  teach- 
er than  John's  Gospel,  the  Catechism 
and  View,  and  the  Holy  Spirit." 
He  undoubtedly  was  daily  ripening 
for  heaven,  and  perhaps  "  will  shine 
as  a  star  in  the  kingdom  of  glory." 
There  are  also  vast  multitudes  of 
Talings  and  Karens,  who  have  no 
foreign  teacher  of  religion  to  point 
them  to  the  Lamb  of  God,  who  taketh 
away  the  sins  of  the  world ;  but, 
through  the  medium  of  the  press, 
they  are  enabled  to  read  in  their 
own  language,  of  the  wonderful 
works  of  God,  and  the  unparalleled 
love  of  a  crucified  Redeemer,  and 
Jearn  the  way  of  salvation  through 
the  merits  of  his  blood. 

The  spirit  of  inquiry  appears  to  be 
constantly  increasing  throughout  this 
whole  region.  The  system  of  Bood- 
hism  begins  apparently  to  totter  to 
its  base,  and  its  adherents  are  zeal- 
ously endeavoring  to  support  the 
crumbling  fabric  :  but  all  will  be  in 
vain.  Darkness,  error,  and  super- 
stition will  flee  away  before  the 
rays  of  the  Gospel.  I  presume,  at  no 
former  period,  have  affairs  in  this  mis- 
sion worn  so  encouraging  an  aspect 
as  at  the  present.  The  Holy  Spirit 
is  evidently  operating  on  the  hearts 
of  many  individuals  here,  as  well 
as  at  many  other  stations  ;  and  we 
feel  encouraged,  and,  consequent- 
ly, happy  in  our  work.   Pray  for  us, 
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that  we  may  be  made  useful  as  in- 
struments in  demolishing  the  strong 
holds  of  the  adversary,  and  of  enlarg- 
ing the  kingdom  of  our  Lord. 

A  grant  of  about  twenty-four 
reams  of  paper,  was  received  from 
the  London  Religious  Tract  Society, 
just  before  I  arrived  at  this  station; 
and  a  second  grant  of  seventy-two 
reams,  was  received  in  January  last 

Mr.  Jud.son  received  a  letter  on 
the  20th  inst.,  from  Mr.  Jones,  of 
London,  stating  that  this  benevolent 
society  had  made  another  grant  of 
seventy-two  reams,  which  is  proba- 
bly now  in  Calcutta,  waiting  our  or- 
der. 

We  endeavor  to  live  as  economi- 
cal as  we  can,  feeling  that  luxury 
and  extravagance  should  never  be 
known  to  the  missionary  of  the  cross. 

Your  servant  in  the  vineyard  of  the 
Lord,  O.  T.  Cutter. 

RANGOON. 

LETTER  ERO.M  MR.  BENNETT. 

Rangoon,  May  30,  1833. 

I  have  been,  for  a  few  days,  look- 
ing over  my  memorandums  of  the 
distribution  of  tracts  since  April  1, 
1830,  to  the  19th  of  April,  18:33. 
And,  as  you  may  be  pleased  with  a 
short  statement,  I  present  it  below. 

From  April  1,  1830,  to  Dec.  31,  1830, 
9  months,   84,000  tracts,  709,800  pages. 

From  Jan.  1,  to  June  30th,  1831,  6  mos. 

100,000  tracts,  7-10,000  p;iges. 

From  July  1,  to  Nov.  9,  1831,  4  mos. 

"30,000  tracts,  480,000  pages. 

From  March  20;h,  to  Dec.  31st.  1832, 
9  months,    33,000  tracts,  436,000  pages. 

To  which  add  the  1st  ed.  N.  Testament, 
3000  cops.  3,000  tracts,  1,  872,000  pages. 

And  the  total  to  Dec.  31st,  1832,  is 
240,000  tracts,  4,237,800  pages. 

Also  there  were  printed  from  Jan.  1st, 
to  April  19,  when  I  left  Maulraein  for 
Rangoon,  more  than  2,000,000  pages, 
which  shows  that,  in  two  years,  seven 
months,  and  19  days,  thete  were  printed, 
6,237,800  pages. 

Only  ten  months  of  this  time, 
were  there  two  presses  in  operation. 
With  the  present  facilities  in  the 
printing  establishment,  I  see  no  diffi- 
culty in  performing  the  same  amount 
of  labor  per  annum,  as  is  exhibited 
above,  for  near  three  years. 


I  have  only  given  the  gross  amount 
of  what  has  been  done  for  the  present 
year,  to  the  time  of  my  leaving,  as 
Mr.  Cutter  took  charge  of  the  print- 
ing office  on  the  first  of  January, 
i  1833,  and  will,  of  course,  report  to 
you  its  issues  and  disbursements. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting,  per- 
haps, to  state,  that,  of  the  foregoing 
amount  of  tracts,  &c,  issued  from 
March,  1830,  to  April  19th,  1833  — 
129,447,  were  sent  to  this  place,  and 
have  been  distributed  in  this  em- 
!  pire, — making  a  total  of  1,714,046 
pages, — to  which,  add  16  bound  Tes- 
taments, of  9,984  pages  ;  and  there 
has  been  1,724,030  pages  disbursed 
in  Burmah  proper.  But  much  is  yet 
;  to  be  done,  ere  all  the  people  will  be 
|  supplied  with  even  a  12  page  tract. 
A  commencement,  a  small  beginning 
is  only  as  yet  made.  Of  the  above 
number  of  tracts,  given  in  this  place, 
7.927  were  parts  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment. Many  tracts  were  sent  to 
Rangoon,  when  I  was  absent  in  Ben- 
gal, which  are  not  included  in  the 
above  statement. 

I  am,  Rev.  and  dear  Sir,  yours  af- 
fectionately, 

Cephas  Bennett. 
Rev.  Dr.  Bolles. 

fission  to  JFrance. 

DEATH  OF  THE  REV.  JOHN  CASIMER 
ROSTAN. 

Extract  of  a  letter  to  Prof.  Chase,  of 
Newton,  from  the  Rev.  Henry  Pytt,  dated 
Paris,  Dec.  7,  1833. 

My  dear  Sir, — It  has  devolved 
upon  me  to  fulfil  the  melancholy,  and 
I  may  well  say  heart-rending  duty,  of 
informing  you  of  dear  Mr.  Rostan's 
death.  The  Lord  has  called  his 
servant,  when  he  was  incessantly 
day  and  night,  occupied  with  his 
work.  The  solemn  call  has  been 
cheerfully  answered  ;  and  the  char- 
acter of  a  faithful  servant  was  main- 
tained till  the  last  breath. 

A  few  particulars  I  subjoin  here, 
to  satisfy  partly,  at  least,  your  desire 
to  know  every  circumstance  of  the 
mournful  event. 
The  whole  of  his  mind  and  soul 
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was  intent  on  the  work  he  had  to  per-  •  an  excessive  relaxation  of  the  bowels, 
form  in  the  Society  of  Civilization,  i  A  second  attack  of  that  description 


You  will  recollect,  perhaps,  that  I 
had  in  that  institution  a  chair  pre- 
sented to  me  for  giving  lectures  on 
Christianity.  The  burden  was  heavy 
for  me,  on  account  of  my  numerous 
ministerial  duties;  and,  thinking  our 
valuable  brother  better  calculated 
than  myself  for  such  an  important 
task,  I  gave  up  my  charge  into  his 
hands.  He  very  soon  perceived  how 
momentous  was  the  duty  assigned 
him  ;  and  he  gave  himself  entirely 
to  fulfil  it,  to  the  honor  and  glory  of 
the  Lord.  His  mind  was  so  intent 
on  that  work,  that  by  degrees  his 
nights  became  sleepless.  But  no 
alteration  could  be  perceived  in  the 
state  of  his  health.  He  was  cheer- 
ful as  usual,  and  more  than  usual ; 
for  his  active  mind  wras  now  happy 
to  have  found  a  sphere  in  which  it 
could  move  at  ease,  and  give  full  de- 
velopment to  its  energies. 

On  Thursday  last,  (the  5th  instant,) 
he  was  up  early,  and  told  his  wife 
that  he  had  not  slept,  but  had  been 
occupied  in  the  nisrht  in  meditation 


came  upon  him  immediately,  accom- 
panied with  cramps  in  the  limbs. 
He  was  soon  convinced  that  he  la- 
bored un&!er  an  attack  of  the  cholera. 
He  tried  to  quiet  the  mind  of  his 
partner,  and  called  upon  her  to  be 
ready  for  coming  trials.  He  at- 
tempted to  write ;  but  the  pen  fell 
from  his  hands  ;  and  he  was  laid  in 
bed,  suffering  the  most  exquisite 
pains  from  cramps.  'O  Lord,'  said 
he  from  time  to  time,  '  give  me  a 
little  relief ; '  and  his  prayer  being 
answered,  he  added,  1 0  Lord,  I 
thank  thee  for  this  relief.'  At  3 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  he  sprang 
from  his  bed,  and  wrote  to  his  phy- 
sician. At  4,  the  physician  came, 
and  attempted  to  soothe  his  mind, 
(thinking  he  was  alarmed,)  by  re- 
marking that  the  case  was  not  a 
dangerous  one, — that  it  was  not  the 
cholera.  'I  know  it  is,'  answered 
our  friend,  '  but  do  not  think  that  I 
am  troubled.  Oh  no  !  I  am  ready  to 
appear  before  my  Master.'  Another 
physician  also  came — and  they  had 


and  preparations  for  his  work.  He  j  recourse  to  every  means  ;  but  every 
took  a  cup  of  coffee,  and  at  eight  j  attempt  failed.  Yet  the  mind  of  our 
o'clock  went  out  to  pay  some  reli-  j  brother  was  remarkably  composed, 
gious  visits.  At  10  o'clock  he  re-  He  was  in  communion  with  the 
turned,  saying  to  Mrs.  Rostan,  '  all  i  Lord.    'Let  your  prayers  be  those 


is  well :  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  persons  I  have  seen.'  As  Thurs- 
day was  the  day  which  he  had  set 
apart  to  receive  in  his  house  those 
of  his  hearers  of  the  Society  of  Civi- 
lization, who  might  wish  for  private 
conversations,  he  ordered  fire  in  his 
study  to  receive  those  who  might 
come  ;  and  he  retired  a  short  time, 
to  pray  for  a  blessing  on  the  labors 
of  that  day,  which  was  to  be  the  last 
of  his  pilgrimage,  and  the  first  of  a 
glorious  rest.  A  person  came  a 
little  before  11  o'clock,  and  remained 
about  one  hour  and  a  half.  Our  dear 
brother  appeared  to  be  highly  pleased 
with  that  interview  ;  and  as  he  was 
expressing  his  feelings  to  Mrs.  Ros- 
tan, he  interrupted  himself  to  say, 
'I  think  my  boots  hurt  me  ;  I  feel  a 
little  uneasy  in  one  of  my  legs.'  He 
retired  for  a  few  minutes,  and  com- 
ing again  to  his  study,  complained  of 


of  faith,'  said  he  to  his  daughter. 
'  If  the  work  committed  to  me  is  not 
yet  done,  I  shall  live.  If  it  is  done, 
I  go  to  my  Master.' 

The  progress  of  the  disease  was 
alarming.  Several  times  the  dear 
servant  of  God  mentioned  my  name, 
wishing  that  I  should  be  sent  for. 
At  first  the  afflicted  family  knew  not 
whom  to  send.  The  porter  was  at 
length  thought  of ;  and  he  came  to 
me  about  midnight.  I  went  imme- 
diately ;  but  it  was  too  late.  Our 
brother  had  just  entered  his  rest. 

You  see,  my  dear  sir,  that  he  la- 
bored for  the  Lord  till  the  day  of  his 
death,  and  that  he  was  found  watch- 
ing. Oh  happy  servant  of  Jesus, 
whom  his  Lord  finds  thus  standing 
and  ready  to  answer  his  call. 

Mrs.  Rostan  bears  her  severe  trial 
with  submission.  She  exercises 
that  precious  faith,  which  gires  the- 
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victory  to  every  believer.  The 
Lord  has  provided  friends  for  her ; 
but  she  appears  to  rest  more  on  Him 
than  on  them.  It  has  been  highly 
gratifying  to  me  to  hear  from  her  the 
voice  of  thanksgiving  and  praise  in 
the  midst  of  her  tears.  I  know,  my 
brother,  that  I  need  not  solicit  your 
sympathy  and  that  of  your  brethren, 
in  the  case  of  this  afflicted  widow, 
the  partner  of  your  valuable  agent. 
It  has  not  been  in  vain  that  your 
society  have  sent  here  that  faithful 
man.  And  though  his  labors  have 
not  been  attended  with  that  measure 
of  success  which  you  might  have 
desired,  yet  you  will  have  no  cause 
of  regretting  your  effort.  The  great 
day,  I  trust,  will  manifest  that  Casi- 
mer  Rostan  has  worthily  performed 
his  ministry,  and  that  they  have  done 
a  good  work  who  sent  him  among  us 
a  preacher  of  righteousness. 

We  add  the  following  particulars  from 
a  letter  of  Mrs.  Rostan  to  Rev.  Dr.  Bolles. 

His  mind  was  uniformly  tranquil 
and  happy  in  prospect  of  death.  On 
seeing  Louisa  cry,  he  said  "  You  must 
not  afflict  yourself,  for  God  will  be 
your  father.  I  thought  that  my  work 
was  not  finished ;  but  as  the  Lord 
thinks  it  proper  to  call  me,  I  am  ready 
to  go :  do  not  afflict  yourself,  but  take 
care  of  your  mother."  Four  hours 
before  his  death  he  called  me,  and 
said,  in  a  low  voice,  "Tell  my  son  to 

persevere  ....  tell  him  to  .  .  "  

his  weakness  did  not  allow  him  to 
finish,  but  a  little  while  after  he  re- 
peated "  Theonomus  !  Theono- 
mus ! "  then  turning  to  one  of  his 
brothers  who  was  standing  near  his 
bed,  he  said,  "  I  wish  I  could  see 
your  children :  but  it  is  all  for  the 
best." 

The  last  words  he  distinctly  ut- 
tered, were  these  "  O  Israel,  Israel, 
thou  shalt  soon  be  delivered !"  After 
that  time  he  often  tried  to  speak,  but 
in  vain  :  the  last  hour  he  was  free 
from  pain  and  almost  insensible. 
But  a  few  minutes  after  midnight  he 
raised  his  eyes  to  heaven,  and  press- 
ing the  hand  of  a  lady  who  was 
holding  his, — his  happy  spirit  took  his 
flight,  to  be  forever  in  the  pre3ence 


of  his  Saviour.  On  the  7th  of  De- 
cember, the  earthly  remains  of  my 
dear  husband  were  conveyed  to  their 
last  abode.  Ministers  of  many  de- 
nominations attended,  and  two  or 
three  discourses  were  delivered  on 
the  tomb. 

But  the  Lord  had  pity  on  us,  and 
he  gave  us  those  consolations  that 
the  world  can  neither  give  nor  take. 
And  I  have  reason  to  hope  that  this 
affliction  was  sanctified  not  only  to 
us,  but  to  the  two  brothers  of  the 
dear  departed. 

Your  affectionate 

Rosalie  Rostan. 

JSnolan  Stations. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Rev. 
Evan  Jones. 

Valley  Towns,  Feb.  3,  1834. 

Honored  and  dear  brother, 

The  Cherokees  are  greatly  trou- 
bled on  every-  side,  by  high-handed 
oppression,  and  unprincipled  fraud; 
and  need  the  prayers  of  all  true 
philanthropists. 

We  have  cause  for  unfeigned  grat- 
itude to  the  Father  of  mercies,  for 
the  continued  manifestations  of  his 
grace,  even  in  this  unfavorable  sea- 
son. 

The  Lord  is  still  carrying  on  his 
work  among  the  people.  On  Sab- 
bath last,  at  Oodeluhee,  four  full 
Cherokees  were  added  to  the  profes- 
sed followers  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 
They  were  baptized  by  bro.  John 
Wickliffe,  in  the  presence  of  a  nu- 
merous assembly  of  Indians  and 
whites.  A  considerable  number  of 
serious  inquirers  came  forward  for 
prayer.  The  congregations  are  nu- 
merous and  attentive,  at  all  the 
preaching  places;  and  I  trust  it  is 
the  Lord's  design  to  build  up  his 
cause  among  this  people.  We  ear- 
nestly request  the  prayers  of  the 
people  of  God. 

I  am,  honored  and  dear  brother, 
yours  very  affectionately, 

Evan  Jones. 
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Intelligence  from  Jamaica. 

A  very  satisfactory  change  ap- 
pears to  be  taking  place  in  the  gen- 
eral feeling  in  respect  to  missiona- 
ries. Many,  indeed,  who  signalized 
themselves  by  the  furious  violence 
of  their  opposition,  have  been  snatch- 
ed away  by  the  resistless  hand  of 
death  ;  and  that,  in  several  instances 
in  a  manner  conveying  the  most  so- 
lemn admonition  to  their  surviving 
companions  in  guilt.  Respect  for 
the  feelings  of  relatives,  themselves 
possibly  unoffending,  prevents  our 
putting  on  record  the  names  of  vari- 
ous parties  to  whom  we  could  refer, 
but  the  facts  themselves  are  such  as 
to  strike  with  humble  awe  every 
observer  who  believes  in  a  just  and 
retributive  Providence.  When,  for 
instance,  it  is  known  that  a  certain 
beneficed  clergyman,  who  was  the 
foremost  to  destroy  one  of  our  chap- 
els in  the  parish  of  Hanover,  and 
to  rouse  his  neighbors  to  second  him 
in  the  sacrilegious  deed,  soon  after 
fought  a  duel  with  one  of  his  most 
zealous  coadjutors  on  that  occasion, 
and  received  wounds  of  which  he 
died  in  a  few  weeks: — when,  again, 
we  learn  that  a  planter  not  far  from 
Montego  Bay,  who,  in  the  time  of 
the  insurrection,  carried  off  the  sa- 
cramental wine  belonging  to  the 
churches  in  that  district,  triumphant- 
ly regaling  himself  and  his  boon  com- 
panions with  the  same,  and  loudly 
declaring  that,  if  he  could  find  Mr. 
Burcheli,  he  would  shoot  him  with 
his  own  hands,  be  the  consequences 
what  they  might,  was  himself  shot, 
unintentionally,  by  an  overseer,  very 
recently,  and  expired  three  days 
after. — who  can  avoid  recollecting 
the  words  of  the  devout  Psalmist, 
"  Verily  there  is  a  God,  that  judgeth 
in  the  earth  %  " 

Whether  the  events  to  which  we 
have  alluded  have  had  any  share  in 
producing  the  change  we  know  not; 
but  we  are  gratified  to  learn,  by  a 
recent  letter  from  Mr.  Abbott,  not 
only  that  the  worship  of  God  is  now 
peaceably  conducted  at  Montego 


Bay,  Falmouth  and  Lucea,  but  that 
on  the  last  Sabbath  day  in  September? 
he  had,  among  his  audience,  at  the 
first  named  of  these  towns,  upwards 
of  twenty  persons  who  had  been  ac- 
tively engaged  in  destroying  the 
former  chapel.  It  is  added  that  these 
individuals  behaved  with  great  de- 
corum, and  contributed  liberally  at 
the  close  of  the  service  ! 

It  is  stated  that  at  Kingston  the 
congregations  are  large,  both  on  the 
Sabbath  day  and  at  the  evening  ser- 
vices during  the  week. 

[Under  the  date  of  14th  of  Octo- 
ber, Mr.  Clarke,  after  speaking  of 
the  increased  demand  for  Bibles  and 
Testaments,  and  religious  books  of 
various  kinds,  gives  the  following 
delightful  intelligence.] 

On  the  15th  of  last  month  I  bap- 
tized, in  the  Rio  Colbre,  forty-two 
I  persons,  thirteen  males  and  twenty- 
nine  females,  among  whom  were  six 
free  people.  An  immense  multitude 
assembled  on  the  occasion,  and  all, 
save  a  few  people  bathing  in  the 
river,  behaved  with  decency.  A 
Jew  stood  in  the  water,  nigh  to  where 
I  baptized,  and  assisted  in  arranging 
the  people,  and  seemed  very  friendly  ; 
indeed  he  seemed  more  like  one  of 
ourselves,  than  to  belong  to  those 
who  believe  so  very  differently  from 
us  respecting  the  great  Institutor  of 
this  solemn  ordinance. 

London  Bap.  Mag. 


ASIA  MINOR. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Rev.  Mr. 
Brewer  of  Smyrna,  to  Rev.  Mr.  M. 
of  this  city,  dated  Sept.  30,  1833. 

We  greatly  need  the  services  of 
pious  laymen,  who  might  support 
themselves  as  merchants,  mechanics, 
&c,  and  yet  render  essential  aid,  as 
Sabbath  school  teachers,  catechists, 
&c,  in  building  up  a  society,  and 
extending  the  cause  of  Christ.  I 
trust  the  day  is  drawing  on,  when 
the  church  as  a  body  shall  feel  it  to 
be  the  work  of  her  individual  members, 
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to  publish  salvation  to  all  the  perish- 
ing children  of  men. 

I  have  surveyed  the  region  of  the 
seven  churches  sufficiently  to  know 
that  a  dozen  missionaries  may  be  ad- 
vantageously stationed,  within  the 
distance  of  a  hundred  miles.  Their 
first  labors  could  be  very  usefully 
directed  to  the  Greeks,  who,  as  they 
speak  the  Turkish,  as  far  inland  as 
Philadelphia,  Laodicea,  &c,  would 
constitute  a  most  important  medium 
of  access  to  the  Mahometans  them- 
selves. These  last  must  very  speed- 
ily  become  the  object  of  special  at- 
tention to  the  Christian  church. 

I  have  thought  bro.  Judson's  plan 
might,  perhaps,  go  into  operation 
more  usefully  in  Asia,  than  in  Pal-  j 
estine  ;  though  I  should  like  to  see  ' 
both  occupied  by  your  denomination. 


Domestic. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  BAPTIST  CONVEN- 
TION. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Rev.  JVm. 
B.  Johnson,  to  his  friend  in  Boston, 
Dea.  H.  Lincoln,  dated  Edgefield  C. 
H.,  S.  C,  Jan.  16,  1334. 

Since  I  wrote  last,  we  have  had  a 
very  interesting  meeting  of  our  con- 
vention, at  Newbery.  The  in- 
crease of  talent  was  really  great  and 
important.  We  had,  in  the  body, 
eight  members  who  had  been  brought 
up  to  the  law.  Two  had  abandon- 
ed it  for  the  ministry;  five  are  still 
at  the  bar,  and  one  on  the  bench. 

This  is  Judge   ,  who,  with  the 

simplicity  of  a  little  child,  brought  to 
our  aid  the  energy  of  a  mighty  man. 
To  me,  my  brother,  who, was  the 
only  one  present  in  the  last  conven- 
tion, of  the  small  number  that  were 
present  at  the  original  formation  of 
the  convention,  the  whole  scene  was 
peculiarly  interesting.  To  see  very 
evidently  the  interests  of  our  conven- 
tion growing  in  importance,  and 
sustained,  under  God,  by  such  able 
hands  as  I  beheld  surrounding  me, 
and  taking  hold  with  an  energy  that 
seemed  to  forbid  any  future  paralysis, 
afforded  me  the  most  heartfelt  satis- 
faction, and  excited  my  gratitude  and 


praise  to  Almighty  God.  By  a  letter 
received  from  our  Treasurer,  this 
evening,  I  learn  with  much  pleasure, 
that  five  or  six  new  students  have 
already  arrived  at  the  Furman  The- 
ological Institution.  We  hope  to 
embody  as  many  as  forty,  at  least, 
this  year. 

revivals. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  year, 
we  found  occasion  to  speak  of  the  with- 
drawal of  divine  influence  from  the 
churches.  It  is  now  our  happiness  to 
acknowledge  its  return.  From  all  quar- 
ters, and  among  all  denominations  of 
evangelical  Christians,  we  are  receiving, 
from  week  to  week  the  most  cheering 
intelligence.  The  Lord  hath  not  dealt 
with  us  after  our  sins,  but  according  to 
his  great  mercies.  His  work  has  been 
revived  in  the  hearts  of  his  people,  and 
their  labors  of  love  for  the  salvation  of 
others,  at  home  as  well  as  abroad,  are 
crowned  with  signal  success.  If  there 
be  exceptions,  or  seeming  exceptions, 
places  where  little  is  effected  towards 
elevating  the  standard  of  piety,  and  turn- 
ing sinners  to  righteousness,  professors 
in  such  places,  it  is  to  be  feared,  are  at 
such  a  time  as  this,  in  peculiar  danger  of 
the  wo  pronounced  against  those  who 
are  at  ease  in  Zion.  "  But  let  not  the 
heart  of  any  faithful  minister  or  Christian 
in  such  a  place  droop  within  him.  God 
is  faithful.  They  that  sow  in  tears, 
shall  reap  in  joy. 

Among  the  places  most  favored,  we 
may  mention,  besides  many  places  in 
Perkshire  Co.,  Newbury  port,  New  Bed- 
ford, Marblehead,  (Mass.,)  Portsmouth, 
Newport,  Nashua,  (X.  II.,)  Bristol, (Vt.) 
Weatharefield,  Meriden,  (Con.,)  Provi- 
dence, and  particularly  Brown  Univer- 
sity, (R.  h,)  Ballston,  Milton,  Ham- 
ilton, &c,  (N.  Y.,)  and  many  places 
in  Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  in  the  West- 
ern Reserve,  Ohio.  It  is  also  a  season 
of  special  interest  among  the  Baptist 
churches  in  Philadelphia,  and  New  York. 
We  hope  to  give  further  particulars 
hereafter. 

We  learn  that  the  Edgefield  Baptist 
Association  in  South  Carolina  has  receiv- 
ed additions  by  baptism  the  last  two  years 
of  about  3600.  Shall  not  a  like  blessing 
be  given  at  the  North? 

"  May  Zion's  watchmen  all  awake, 
And  take  the  alarm  they  give." 
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ORDINATIONS   AND  INSTALLATIONS. 

Mr.  Samuel  J.  Cresswell,  ord. 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  church,  Newtown, 
Del.  Co.,  Penn.,  Jan.  1,  1834. 

Mr.  Thomas  Dowling,  recently  from 
England,  ord.  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church, 
Catskill,  N.  Y.,  Jan  16,  1834. 

Mr.  Edward  Howell,  ord.  evangel- 
ist, at  the  session  of  the  Yeopim  Union 
Meeting,  N.  C,  Dec.  28,  1833. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Baldwin,  ordained  at 
Georgeville,  in  Lower  Canada,  Jan.  4, 
1834. 

Mr.  David  Williams,  ord.  evangelist 
at  Hollidayburg,  Penn.,  Nov.  1833. 


Mr.  Samuel  F.  Smith,  late  editor 
of  the  Arn.  Bap.  Magazine,  ord.  pastor  of 
the  Baptist  church  and  society,  Water- 
ville,  Me.,  Feb.  12,  1834. 

Mr.  Russell  Hervey,  ord.  evan- 
gelist in  Henderson,  Jeff.  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb. 
13,  1834. 

Mr.  Abikl  Wood,  Jr.,  ord.  pastor  of 
Baptist  church,  Wiscasset,  Me.,  Feb.  19, 
1834. 

Mr.  John  Holbrook,  late  of  the 
Newton  Institution,  ord.  pastor  of  the  Bap- 
tist church,  Weathersfield,  Con.,  Feb.  12, 
1834. 

Mr.  Ira  Bennett,  ord.  evangelist, 
at  Maranthon,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  5,  1834. 


Account  of  Moneys  received  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  General  Convention  of 
the  Baptist  Denomination  in  the  United  States  for  Foreign  Missions,  from 
Feb.  18,  1834.  to  March  15,  1834. 

From  a  Fern.  Soc.  of  the  4th  Bap.  ch.  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  for  the  support 

of  a  Burman  child,  per  Mr.  Morey,  6,25 
St.  Lawrence  Co.  Bap.  Miss.  Convention,  in  a  letter  from  J.  C.  Lew- 
is, per  Mr.  Edmands,  102, 
Friends  in  Wabash  County,  Illinois,  for  Bur.  Miss.,  by  the  hand  of 

Mr.  Samuel  Worcester,  5, 
Mrs.  Welthea  Whitten,  of  Kingston,  Mass.,  Treasurer  of  the  Female 
Retrenching  Soc.  of  Kingston,  (chiefly  the  avails  of  jewelry)  $25  of 
which  to  be  appropriated  to  the  instruction  of  a  young  female,  one 
who  may  promise  future  usefulness  as  a  Teacher,  to  be  selected  by 
the  Missionary,  and  named  Welthea  D.  Whitten,  now  deceased,  at 
whose  request,  the  Soc.  abovenamed  was  formed. — The  remainder, 
being  $28,50,  shall  be  for  the  support  of  Mrs.  Wade's  school.  The 
Society  hope  to  pay  $25  annually,  provided  that  be  the  sum  required 
for  educating  the  girl.  By  the  hand  of  Mr.  Whitten,  53.50 
A  friend  in  Cornville,  Me.,  for  For.  Miss.,  by  the  hand  of  Rev.  J.  C. 

Morrill,  of  Waterville,  20, 
The  American  Tract  Society,  for  Bur.  Tracts,  by  Rev.  Wm.  A.  Hal- 

locU,  per  Rev.  Seth  Bliss,  1000, 
David  Cross  of  Methuen,  for  Bur.  Bible,  per  Rev.  C.  O.  Kimball,  5, 
Miss  Mary  Rice,  for  Burman  and  Indian  Mission,  10, 
Bennett  &  Bright,  of  Utica,  N.  Y. — viz,:  of  Mrs.  C.  Hurlbert, 

Rushford,  for  Burman  Mission,  2, 
Renselaerville  Baptist  Association,  121,20 
Franklin  Baptist  Association,  138,58 
Mrs.  R.  B.  Palmer,  avails  of  goods,  1,25 

by  Rev.  C.  G.  Carpenter,    261,03 

Rev.  P.  Witt,  Baldwinsville,  for  Burman  Tracts,  50 
Mr.  Ira  Reynolds,  (balance  of  remittance  for  N.  Y.  Bap.  Reg.  38 
Utica  Baptist  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  for  Burman  Mission,  104,13 
Mr.  S.  Allyn,  East  Avon,  1,50 
Two  little  daughters  of  Dea.  J.  Horton,  Apling,  for  Bur.  Bible,  1, 
Individuals  within  St.  Lawrence  Bap.  Miss.  Convention,  for  In- 
dian Missions,  per  Mr.  J.  C.  Lewis,  3,12 


373,66 

Deduct  60  cts.  overpaid  on  last  draft  from  Steuben  Bap.  Miss.  Soc.  60 


373,06 


E.  E.  H.  LINCOLN,  Treasurer. 


Note*   On  page  122,  12th  line  from  the  bottom,  for  support  read  report. 
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